
2018 Audited Financial Overview
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Services to Clients
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Revenue: $16,311,017

FY 2018 Cases

Expenses: $12,347,003

■ Government: $9,890,092
■ Merger: $3,488,071
■ Foundations/Corporations: $812,000
■ Individuals: $641,774
■ Special Event: $635,760
■ Donated Services: $400,000
■ Capital Campaign: $245,983
■ Cy Pres/Attorney’s Fees/Other: $197,337

■ Housing: $6,222,095
■ Disability & Aging Rights: $2,611,314
■ Economic Justice &

Immigration: $1,111,142
■ Children’s Rights: $596,530
■ Administration: $1,464,643
■ Fundraising: $341,279

Net Assets: $10,698,616

■ Housing: 53%
■ Economic Justice & Immigration: 23%
■ Disability & Aging Rights: 14%
■ Children’s Rights: 10%

■ MFJ handled more than 10,000 cases
 benefiting more than 25,000 New Yorkers.

■ MFJ secured more than $14.5 million in
 affirmative judgments and savings for low-
 income New Yorkers.

■ MFJ increased its capacity to address
 children’s education needs by merging
with Partnership for Children’s Rights.

■ Some 300 pro bono attorneys and 
other volunteers handled more than 2,500
individual cases and class action lawsuits
 benefiting over 100,000 people.
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A Happy Ending for a Child
Abandoned in the Subway

Four years ago the
Pearce family saw a news
report about a seven-
month-old baby aban-
doned on a New York
City subway platform.
They quickly recognized
the child as the daughter
of their 20-year-old,
troubled niece. Believing
that the child should be
raised by family, they

contacted MFJ for help to become the baby’s foster
parents.

After multiple motions and court appearances, MFJ
succeeded in having the Pearces certified as the baby’s
foster parents. The child quickly bonded with the
Pearces’ own children and thrived. Two years later, the
niece died under mysterious circumstances. The
Pearces contacted MFJ again, seeking to adopt the child.
The adoption was finalized in April 2018. The Pearces
are a family of modest means, so MFJ secured a
monthly foster care subsidy, later converted to an
adoption subsidy, to help them successfully care for the
child.

MFJ Restores 94-Year-Old
Tenant to His Home

When Brigido returned home to New York from at-
tending the  funeral of his two sons in Santo Domingo,
he found he had been evicted. GOLES, a Lower East
Side housing organization where MFJ holds a monthly
legal clinic, helped Brigido file a post-eviction order to
show cause since he is unable to read. MFJ Supervising 

SI Homeowner Challenges
Loan Modification Denial
Based on Military Service

When Nationstar, the loan servicer for Ms. R’s FHA
mortgage, claimed her income was insufficient for a
loan modification, she contacted MFJ for help.  Although
Ms. R’s 30-year-old daughter and grandson lived with
her, Nationstar refused to count the daughter’s military
salary as part of the household income because she
was stationed elsewhere and frequently deployed over-
seas. Over the next 18 months, MFJ responded to 11
duplicative requests for documents designed to prevent
Ms. R’s daughter from being listed as a contributor and
appealed two denials. Refusing to take no for an an-
swer, MFJ persisted and eventually prevailed, saving the
home for Ms. R and her family.

MFJ Rescues Older Worker
from Crushing Debt

Mr. F, a 54-year-old Queens IT worker, fell on con-
struction debris at his office and was rushed to the
hospital unconscious. He was hospitalized for three
days and lost additional days of work during his recov-
ery. The insurance company alleged that the fall was
caused by a seizure and denied his Workers’ Compen-
sation claim, leaving him with $26,000 in medical bills.
MFJ represented Mr. F at two hearings, and his claim
was approved. But his financial troubles were not over.
He subsequently lost his job, while still carrying $75,000
of debt incurred after Superstorm Sandy and medical
bills from a misdiagnosis of cancer. MFJ prepared a bank-
ruptcy petition, which resulted in the discharge of Mr. F’s
debts in May 2018. He is now debt free and  receiving
social security disability benefits.

Mobilization for Justice: A Sample of 2018 Victories

MFJ Expands Special
 Education Services 

In June 2018, MFJ merged
with Partnership for
 Children’s Rights, expand-
ing our  capacity to help
children with disabilities
 secure appropriate special
 education services from
the NYC  Department of
 Education.

The new Warren J. Sinsheimer Children’s
Rights Program is building on PFCR’s 20-year
history of helping hundreds of children each
year secure special education services and pub-
lic benefits. Low-income families seeking help
with special  education issues often face other
legal problems and they will now be able to
 access all of the legal services offered by MFJ.

Attorney Andrew
Darcy, who had
helped Brigido in
2015 when the land-
lord had filed similar
spurious claims
against him, argued
in court that the
eviction order
should be vacated
and Brigido re-
stored to his apart-
ment because
someone should
have been appointed
to assist him in the
proceeding given his advanced age. The fact Brigido
never appeared should have raised questions for the
court. The judge subsequently ordered Brigido be re-
stored immediately, and he was handed the new keys
to his old apartment that evening.



2018 YEAR-END REPORT

MAEVE O’CONNOR, Chair, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
AMELIA T.R. STARR, 1st Vice Chair, Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
MARC De LEEUW, 2nd Vice Chair, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
BRUCE L. STEIN, Treasurer
NANCY MORAWETZ, Secretary, New York University School of Law
RAMZI ABOUTAAM, Pfizer, Inc.
JAMES D.ARDEN, Sidley Austin LLP
KATHLYN CARD BECKLES, JPMorgan Chase
RHODA CARTER
DAVID CHATTERJEE
LISA E. CLEARY, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
PETER DOYLE, Proskauer Rose LLP
THOMAS E. DUNN, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
ROBERT S. FISCHLER, Ropes & Gray LLP
SHANDARESE GARR, Garden City Group
MELISSA R. GOLD, BNY Mellon
ROBERT I. HARWOOD, Glancy Prongay & Murray LLP
DOUGLAS HUDGINS
DEIRDRE N. HYKAL, TIAA
JAMES I. KAPLAN, Quarles & Brady LLP
BRUCE E. KAYLE, Fundamental Advisors, LP
DAVID G. KEYKO, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
ALAN MANSFIELD, Greenberg Traurig LLP
BENJAMIN McCALLEN, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
JOSEPH McLAUGHLIN, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
CHRISTOPHER J. MEADE, BlackRock, Inc.
JAMIE MOSER, Joele Frank, Wilkinson, Brimmer, Katcher
DAVID MOY
DOLORES PEREZ-HARVIN
ERIC M. ROTH, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
JACQUELINE P. RUBIN, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
JEFFREY S. SABIN,Venable LLP
LISA M. SCHWEITZER, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
MARK E. SEGALL, JAMS
ALAN J. SINSHEIMER, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
WARREN J. SINSHEIMER, Partnership for Children’s Rights
STEPHANIE SOWELL, Johnson & Johnson
ARNOLD STEPHENS
ARIANA J. TADLER, Milberg Tadler Phillips Grossman LLP
RONALD J. WEISS, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
CECILY C. WILLIAMS, Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.

Board of Directors

Staff Leadership
JEANETTE ZELHOF, Executive Director
ELISE BROWN, Deputy Director for Legal Practice & Director of
Litigation for Housing
TIFFANY LISTON, Deputy Director for Program & Development
CAROLYN COFFEY, Director of Litigation for Economic Justice
KEVIN CREMIN, Director of Litigation for Disability & Aging Rights

PILLARS OF JUSTICE
$50,000 and above
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Ira DeCamp Foundation
The Joseph A. Flom Foundation
Marc Haas Foundation
New York Community Trust
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Eric and Laurie Roth
Rudin Management
Warren J. Sinsheimer
van Ameringen Foundation
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

CHAMPIONS OF JUSTICE
$25,000-$49,999
AARP Foundation
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Harwood Feffer LLP
Bruce & Sarah Kayle
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Pfizer Inc.
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Alan J. Sinsheimer
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

PARTNERS IN JUSTICE
$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
James D. Arden
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Lisa E. Cleary
Marc De Leeuw
The Walt Disney Company 
DOAR, Inc.
Thomas E. Dunn
John & Donna Hardiman
David & Jan Ichel
Innisfree M & A Inc.
Alan Mansfield
The V & L Marx Foundation
Joseph McLaughlin
Jamie Moser
New York Bar Foundation
Maeve O'Connor
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Jacqueline P. Rubin
Jeffrey & Evelyn L. Sabin
Lisa M. Schweitzer

Stephanie Sowell
Donald & Rachel Strauber
Ariana J. Tadler
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

SPONSORS OF JUSTICE
$5,000-$9,999
BlackRock, Inc.
BNY Mellon
Elizabeth Buckner
Gregory Diskant & Sandra Baron
Robert S. Fischler
James I. Kaplan
Phyllis Klein
Milberg Tadler Phillips Grossman LLP
MUFG Foundation, Inc.
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Mark E. Segall
Sidley Austin LLP
Amelia T.R. Starr
Venable LLP
Ronald J. Weiss

LEADERS OF JUSTICE
$1,000-$4,999
Ramzi Aboutaam
Bank Leumi
Julie Blackman
Marvin & Leslie Brittman
Michael H. Byowitz
Peter C. Canellos
Barbara Cohn
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Seth Dubin
David M. Einhorn
Emery Celli Brinckerhoff & Abady LLP
John & Deborah Evangelakos
Richard & Merry Feintuch
Kenneth & Ellen Forrest
Herbert Freedman
Edythe Gladstein
Melissa R. Gold
Antonia & George Grumbach
Jonathan Hatch
Molly K. Heines & Thomas Moloney
Steven L. Holley
JAMS
Johnson & Johnson
Daniel & Renee Kaplan
David K. Keyko
Lankler Siffert & Wohl LLP
Helena Lee
Beth & Daryl Libow
Mitchell  A. Lowenthal

Jack Lusk
John F. Lynch
Robert B. Mazur
Maureen W. McCarthy
Nancy Morawetz
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Stanley Morris
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason & Anello PC
Linda and Rob Moser
Ed & Marian Mulé
National Hockey League Foundation
Alfred & Judith Netter
Ronald Neumann & Jane A. Zimmy
Newman-Tanner Foundation
Bernard and Toby Nussbaum
Morris & Nancy Offit
Leonard Orr
Outten & Golden LLP
Susan Butler Plum
Thomas C. Rice, Esq.
Satterlee Stephens Burke & Burke LLP
Michael Schler
Robert L. Schulte
Peter Schwab
Ronni Lee Seltzer
Ned & Emily Sherwood Foundation
John Sand Siffert
Michael and Anne Sinsheimer
Barry Skovgaard & Marc Wolinsky
Lisa Smith
Bruce L. Stein
Judy Tenney & Bob Haines
Jean Troubh
Paul & Andrea Lynn Vizcarrondo
Caroline T. Walker
David C. Weinstein
Carol & Kenneth Weiser

GOVERNMENT
Center for New York City Neighborhoods
Internal Revenue Service
NYC Council
NYC Department for the Aging
NYC Departent of Health & Mental Hygiene
NYC Department of Housing Preservation

& Development
NYC Human Resources Administration
NYS Attorney General
NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services
NYS Homes & Community Renewal
NYS Interest on Lawyer Account Fund
NYS Justice Center
NYS Legislature
NYS Office of Court Administration

Scales of Justice Contributors
Through June 30, 2018

Pro Bono Partners
MFJ salutes the following firms that provide

pro bono assistance to our clients:

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Covington & Burling LLP

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
The Walt Disney Company

DLA Piper LLP (US)
Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper & Scinto

Greenberg Traurig LLP
Jones Day

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Outten & Golden LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Ropes & Gray LLP
Shearman & Sterling LLP

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Sidley Austin LLP

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

U.S. Small Business Administration
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Winston & Strawn LLP

Special thanks to our
on-site volunteer attorneys:

Cynthia Brill, Linda Clarke, Erin Evers,
Elizabeth  Inserra, Stephen Helman, Naama Hod,
Conrad Lower, Laurence May, Lynette Morrow,

Jon Plasse, Sydney Smith, Martin Webb, Jonathan Zich

Mobilization for Justice
Our mission is to achieve social justice, priori-
tizing the needs of people who are low-in-
come, disenfranchised or have disabilities. We
do this by providing the highest quality direct
civil legal assistance, conducting community
 education and building partnerships, engaging in
policy advocacy and bringing impact litigation.


