
MOBILIZATION FOR JUSTICE
Our mission is to achieve justice for all. MFJ prioritizes  
the needs of people who are low-income, disenfranchised, 
or have disabilities as they struggle to overcome the 
effects of social injustice and systemic racism. We provide 
the highest-quality free, direct civil legal assistance, conduct  
community education and build partnerships, engage 
in policy advocacy, and bring impact litigation. MFJ also 
promotes diversity, equity, and inclusion in our workplace, 
and understands the need to eliminate all racial disparities 
to achieve justice for all.

PRO BONO PARTNERS
Amalgamated Bank
Bank of America
Beveridge & Diamond PC
Blank Rome LLP
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Cuti Hecker Wang LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel LLP 
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Giskan Solotaroff & Anderson LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Jenner & Block 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
MUFG Bank Ltd.
Nixon Peabody LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Pfizer Inc.
Phillips & Associates
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Ropes & Gray
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Venable LLP
The Walt Disney Company
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP
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PILLARS OF JUSTICE 
$50,000 and above
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Hearst Foundation
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
New York University School of Law
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Pfizer Inc.
The Ira W. DeCamp Foundation
The Joseph H. Flom Foundation
The Marc Haas Foundation
The Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen &  

Katz Foundation
Trinity Church Wall Street
van Ameringen Foundation

CHAMPIONS OF JUSTICE 
$25,000-$49,999
Albert & Elaine Borchard Foundation
BlackRock Financial Management
Centerview Partners LLC
Cravath Swaine & Moore LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Marc De Leeuw
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Elaine P. Golin
The Impact Fund
Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher
JPMorgan Chase
Bruce E. & Sarah Kayle
Paul S. Mishkin
Jamie Moser & Jaime Sneider
New York Community Trust
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &  

Garrison LLP
Eric & Laurie Roth
Alan & Lisa Sinsheimer
Warren & Florence Sinsheimer
Ronald J. Weiss

PARTNERS IN JUSTICE 
$10,000-$24,999
Analysis Group
AXA XL Regional Grant Program
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP
BNY Mellon
Lisa E. Cleary
Cleary Gottlieb Steen Hamilton LLP
Cornerstone Research
Fundamental Advisors, LP
Andrew Goldberg & Karen L. Putterman
Suzanne & Robert I. Harwood
Deirdre N. & George Hykal
David W. Ichel
Innisfree M&A Inc.
Isak & Rose Weinman Foundation 
Johnson & Johnson
Latham & Watkins LLP

Christopher J. Meade
MUFG Bank Ltd.
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Jacqueline P. Rubin
Jeffrey S. Sabin
Stephen Saxl
Lisa M. Schweitzer
Mark E. Segall
Sidley Austin LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Stephanie Sowell
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Ariana J. Tadler/Tadler Law LLP
The V & L Marx Foundation
TIAA
Venable LLP
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
X-Dispute

SPONSORS OF JUSTICE 
$5,000-$9,999
Kathlyn Card Beckles
Martin J. Crisp
Thomas E. Dunn
William Edwards
Fragomen Del Rey Bernsen & Loewy LLP
Joele Frank & Larry Klurfeld
Shaimaa M. Hussein
Enid D. Jean-Claude
David G. & Lisa Keyko
Anthony Kim
Wayne Manley
Maxim Mayer-Cesiano
Rob & Linda Moser
Erica Jade Mullen
Maeve O’Connor
Leigh Parrish
Mark Regante
Ivan & Nina Ross
The New York Bar Foundation
Valley National Bank 
Verisk Analytics
Vornado Realty Trust
The Walt Disney Company
Robert Weintraub

LEADERS OF JUSTICE 
$1,000-$4,999
Matthew Abrusci
Arcady Bay Entertainment
Gerard Benney & Evan Mason
Beveridge & Diamond PC
Cheyne & Michael Beys
Jacqueline Bonneau

Natalia Bougadelli
David A. Brauner
Francesca E. Brody
Bradley Butwin
Michael Byowitz
Peter C. Canellos
Peter Casey
Pat Castellan
John J. Clarke
Bertram & Barbara Cohn Fund
Denis Cronin
Nicholas P. Crowell
Gerard Cummins
The Helen M. De Mario Foundation
Dewey Pegno & Kramarsky LLP
Gregory Diskant and Sandra Baron
Elizabeth Donoghue
David M. Einhorn
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
John & Deborah Lee Evangelakos
Evette Ferguson
Robert S. Fischler
Kenneth & Ellen Forrest
Lauren Frank
Dionne A. Fraser
Nicole Friedlander
Gary B. & Carol A. Friedman
Lori Roth Gale
Nancy Glickenhaus/ 

The Glickenhaus Foundation
Melissa R. Gold
Michael Gordon
Stuart Gross
John H. Hall
John & Donna Hardiman
James Harrod
Sandra Hauser
Molly Heines
Herman Goldman Foundation
Annmarie Hobbs
Steven L. Holley
David Katz
Kimberly Kravis
Latham & Watkins LLP
Ralph M. Levene
Lexitas Deposition Services
Tiffany & Josh Liston
Mitchell Lowenthal
Margaret Madden
Robert & Marilyn Mazur
Maureen W. McCarthy
Roger Meltzer
Milbank LLP
Michael A. Miller
Nancy Morawetz & Manuel Vargas
Nancy & Dan Neff
Lauren Ormsbee

Outten & Golden LLP
Jeffrey & Elizabeth Pash
David Paterson
Laurie & David Pauker
Seth & Linda Plattus
Susan Butler Plum
Claire Ross
Elena Sabatini
Michael Schler
Michael Schmidtberger
Schulte Roth & Zable LLP
Peter M. Schwab
Jodi Schwartz
Eric Seiler
Brett Shields
Katie Sinderson
Lisa Sinsheimer
Ralph Sinsheimer
Hillary Sobel
Sara E. Solfanelli
Amelia T.R. Starr
Bruce Stein
Donald & Rachel Strauber
Jocelyn Strauber
Kelly Sullivan
Estelle Tanner
Verizon Foundation
Paul Vizcarrondo, Jr.
Caroline Teasdale Walker
Roger Weisberg
Robert Weiss
Kimberly Williams
Marc Wolinsky & Barry Skovgaard
Grace Wu
Roberto Zapata

GOVERNMENT FY23
Federal IRS Low Income Tax Clinic
NYC Department for the Aging 
NYC Department of Health &  

Mental Hygiene 
NYC Human Resources Administration 
NYC Department of Housing Preservation 

and Development
NYC Department of Youth and  

Community Development
NYC Taxi and Limousine Commission
NYC Council Members
NYS Office of the Attorney General
NYS Division of Housing and  

Community Renewal
NYS Interest on Lawyer Account Fund
NYS Justice Center
NYS Office of Temporary and  

Disability Assistance
NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services
NYS Legislature
NYS Office of Court Administration

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MARC DE LEEUW, Board Chair, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
LISA M. SCHWEITZER, 1st Vice Chair, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
STEPHANIE SOWELL, 2nd Vice Chair, Johnson & Johnson
JAMIE S. MOSER, Secretary, Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher
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LISA E. CLEARY, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
MARTIN J. CRISP, Ropes & Gray LLP
PETER DOYLE, Proskauer Rose LLP
THOMAS E. DUNN, Cravath Swaine & Moore LLP
WILLIAM EDWARDS, Tikehau Capital North America LLC
DIONNE A. FRASER, Capital One 
MELISSA R. GOLD, BNY Mellon
ELAINE P. GOLIN, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
LUBBIE X. HARPER, III, JPMorgan Chase
ROBERT I. HARWOOD, Glancy Prongay & Murray LLP
SHAIMAA M. HUSSEIN, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
DEIRDRE N. HYKAL, TIAA
ENID D. JEAN-CLAUDE, MUFG Bank Ltd.
BRUCE E. KAYLE, Fundamental Advisors, LP
DAVID G. KEYKO, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
MAXIM MAYER-CESIANO, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
JOSEPH M. MCLAUGHLIN, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
CHRISTOPHER J. MEADE, BlackRock
PAUL S. MISHKIN, Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
DAVID MOY
MAEVE O’CONNOR, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
DOLORES PEREZ-HARVIN
JACQUELINE P. RUBIN, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
JEFFREY S. SABIN, Venable LLP
STEPHEN SAXL, Greenberg Traurig, LLP
MARK E. SEGALL, JAMS
ALAN SINSHEIMER, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
WARREN J. SINSHEIMER
ARNOLD STEPHENS
ARIANA J. TADLER, Tadler Law LLP
RONALD J. WEISS, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
DAVID W. ICHEL
ERIC M. ROTH

STAFF LEADERSHIP
TIFFANY AUSTIN LISTON, Executive Director
ELISE BROWN, Deputy Director for Legal Practice/Director of  
Litigation for Housing
MONTEL CHERRY, Deputy Director of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion/Director 
of Litigation for Children’s Rights
CAROLYN COFFEY, Director of Litigation for Economic Justice
KEVIN CREMIN, Director of Litigation for Disability & Aging Rights

2023 YEAR-END REPORT

Celebrating 60 Years of Service

Main Office: 100 William Street, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10038 | 212.417.3700
Bronx Office: 424 East 147th Street, 3rd Floor, Bronx, NY 10455 | 212.417.3800

Email: info@mfjlegal.org | Website: mobilizationforjustice.org

KCLP clients Alex Hunter and  
adoptive father Raenell Hunter



Cases by Program

The Immigration Law Project Protects a  
Political Refugee

MFJ attorney Ana Lazo represented Ms. V in an 
asylum hearing in Immigration Court. Ms. V is from 
Venezuela and worked as an accountant with the 
Ministry of the Interior. Due to political beliefs that 
differed from the current Chavez/Maduro regime, 
and her refusal to falsify official government reports, 
she suffered harassment, physical assault, and 
verbal abuse from her employer, a state-controlled 
agency. Fearing for her life, Ms. V left Venezuela 
and migrated to the United States to seek refuge 
from political persecution. Ana successfully navigated  
the case in Immigration Court and was able to 
achieve a full asylum grant, which will allow Ms. V to 
apply for Lawful Permanent Resident status in one 
year and then full U.S. citizenship in five years from 
the date of the asylum approval. Great work Ana!

The Kinship Care Law Project saves a 
Ukrainian child from orphanhood
Ms. D, a Ukrainian native, contacted KCLP seeking 
help obtaining custody of her autistic grandson.  
The child’s mother passed away from heart disease, 
leaving him an orphan. Ms. D was his only relative 
able to care for him, and had helped raise and care 
for him prior to his mother’s death. Within months of  
filing the custody petition, the Russian invasion began.  
Soon thereafter, Ms. D’s husband, who lived back in  
Ukraine, also died. A few months later, Ms. D was 
awarded sole custody of her grandson, giving her 

one less worry after so many devastating losses.  
MFJ also identified additional ways to support Ms. D, 
helping her obtain back payments of Social Security 
Insurance for her grandson, after the agency cruelly 
terminated his benefits after his mother passed away.

MFJ and partners win NYS cash assistance for 
asylum-seekers and others
Thanks to MFJ advocacy, New York State recently 
expanded eligibility for Safety Net Assistance—a 
critical state emergency cash benefit—to non-citizen  
applicants of various statuses, including asylum and  
temporary protected status, among others. This huge  
effort involved MFJ’s Special Litigation Project,  
Immigration Law Project, and Housing practice,  
together with co-counsel Sanford Heisler Sharp LLP.  
While New York State has long made this benefit 
accessible to those granted asylum and others, it  
barred eligibility for those who had applied and were  
waiting for a decision from the federal government 
about their status. But the federal government’s  
increasingly long backlog has asylum-seekers waiting  
when they are most financially vulnerable since they 
cannot work legally or receive federal benefits. MFJ 
focused our advocacy on this interim waiting period of  
extreme distress. Other groups, including The Legal  
Aid Society and NYLAG, were also engaged in parallel  
advocacy, and we celebrated this policy win together.

Fighting discrimination in the workplace
The Workplace Justice Project represented Ms. H, a  
Black client who faced race and gender discrimination  

in the workplace and filed a complaint with the New 
York City Human Rights Commission in 2015. While 
the Commission’s Law Enforcement Bureau took 
five years to investigate the case before ultimately 
issuing a “Notice of Probable Cause,” the matter 
continued to languish in the agency during the 
pandemic. The case was finally resolved through a 
conciliation agreement which required the employer 
to pay our client back wages, attorney’s fees, and 
civil penalties, complete supervisor training, and 
update its policies to be compliant with current law. 
Ms. H has since decided to further her education 
and is currently pursuing a college degree.

DOE to fund the entire tuition requested  
for a student’s program
It is rare for our Children’s Rights Project to wage 
battles at the appellate level because we routinely 
win our cases during administrative hearings, before 
they get to court. This is best for our clients, as the 
appellate body that reviews these hearing decisions 
(the “SRO”) is known to often rubber stamp the  
findings of the hearing officer. In the fall of 2022, 
however, we received an unfavorable hearing  
decision that was incorrect for many reasons.  
MFJ attorney Matthew Bedrick was undaunted  
and turned his focus to an appeal.

In a few weeks, Matthew crafted a balanced and 
forceful set of arguments, steadfast in his conviction 
that the case had been decided wrongly against 
the client—an eight-year-old child whose hard-won 
placement in the first school that had ever truly met 
his educational needs was now in jeopardy. Matt’s 
hard work paid off; the SRO found in the child’s 
favor, writing that the hearing officer had “left out 
important aspects of the evidence” and ordered 
the Department of Education to fund the entire 
requested tuition for the student’s program. Thanks 
to skillful lawyering and commitment, there is one 
more child in New York City receiving the education 
they deserve. Well done, Matthew!

MOBILIZATION FOR JUSTICE VICTORIES – THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT! Financial Overview  
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Client Profiles and Services  
FY 2023

July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

	 Government $20,074,546

	 PPP Loan Forgiveness $2,304,596

	 Special Events $1,044,710

	 Unrestricted Contributions $800,816

	 Restricted Contributions $550,000

	 Attorney Fees $516,178

	 Training Fees & Misc. $204,922

Cases by Race

Cases by Borough

	 Housing & HIV $14,331,004

	 Disability & Aging Rights $2,745,375

	 Economic Justice $2,433,693

	 Children’s Rights $1,773,853

	 Administration $1,654,840

	 Fundraising $791,889

Revenue: $25,495,768

79%

1%
2%
2%
3%

Expenses: $23,730,654

60%

12%

10%

8%
7% 3%

	 Black & African Descent
	 Latinx
	 White
	 Asian
	 Indigenous
	 Miscellaneous/No Answer

	 The Bronx
	 Manhattan
	 Brooklyn
	 Queens
	 Staten Island
	 Outside NYC

	 Housing 
	 Economic Justice
	 Disability & Aging Rights
	 Children & Families

51%

24%

17%
8%

34%

32%

14%

14%
5%
1%

44%

27%

15%

11% 2%
1%

9%
4%


