
PILLARS OF JUSTICE 
$50,000 and above
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Hearst Foundations
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
MUFG Bank Ltd.
New York Community Trust
New York University School of Law
Patterson Belknap Webb Tyler LLP
Pfizer Inc.
Pinkerton Foundation
The Ira W. DeCamp Foundation
The Marc Haas Foundation
The Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 

Foundation
Trinity Church NYC
van Ameringen Foundation

CHAMPIONS OF JUSTICE 
$25,000-$49,999
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Elaine P. Golin
Paul S. Mishkin
Reed Smith LLP
Eric & Laurie Roth
Warren & Florence Sinsheimer

PARTNERS IN JUSTICE 
$10,000-$24,999
Cleary Gottlieb Steen Hamilton LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Marc De Leeuw
Edythe Gladstein
Suzanne & Robert I. Harwood
Innisfree M & A Inc.
Bruce E. & Sarah Kayle
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Roxanne and Henry Brandt  

Foundation
Lisa M. Schweitzer
Sidley Austin LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Alan & Lisa Sinsheimer
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 

Flom LLP

Stephanie Sowell
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
The V and L Marx Foundation
Venable LLP
Ronald J. Weiss
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

SPONSORS OF JUSTICE 
$5,000-$9,999
Lisa E. Cleary
Martin J. Crisp
Thomas E. Dunn
Joele Frank & Larry Klurfeld
Ruth L. Gottesman
Herman Goldman Foundation
Shaimaa Hussein
David G. & Lisa Keyko
Maxim Mayer-Cesiano
Christopher J. Meade
Milbank LLP
Maeve O’Connor
Proskauer Rose LLP
Jeffrey S. Sabin
Stephen Saxl
Schulte Roth & Zable LLP
Ariana J. Tadler/Tadler Law LLP
The Allstate Foundation
The New York Bar Foundation
Valley National Bank 
The Walt Disney Company

LEADERS OF JUSTICE 
$1,000-$4,999
Martis Alex
Arkin Solbankken LLP
Kathlyn Card Beckles
BNY Mellon Trust
Francesca E. Brody
Michael Byowitz
Leslie Cecil
Bertram & Barbara Cohn Fund
Linda & Denis Cronin
William Edwards
Robert Louis Epling
Robert S. Fischler
Kenneth & Ellen Forrest

Lori Roth Gale
Melissa Gold
Stuart J. Gross
John & Donna Hardiman
Sandra Hauser
Molly Heines
Steven L. Holley
Deirdre N. & George Hykal
Catherine Jampel
Enid D. Jean-Claude
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Phyllis Klein
Richard & Susan Lampen
Ralph M. & Nina Levene
Robert Lewin
Lexitas Deposition Services
Mitchell Lowenthal
Christopher Mann
Alex Mattis
Maureen W. McCarthy
Roger Meltzer
Jamie Moser & Jaime Sneider
Nancy & Dan Neff
Outten & Golden
Katherine Paterson
Laurie & David Pauker
Thomas & Audrey Pine Family 

Foundation
Mark Regante
Michael Schler
Eric Seiler
Ralph Sinsheimer
Lisa C. Solbakken
Amelia T.R. Starr

Bruce Stein
David & Peggy Tanner
Estelle & Harold Tanner
Vanessa Thomas
Maureen Ubanede
Paul Vizcarrondo, Jr.
Caroline Teasdale Walker
Roger Weisberg
Marc Wolinsky & Barry Skovgaard
David Woll

GOVERNMENT FY24
Federal IRS Low Income Tax Clinic
NYC Council Members
NYC Department for the Aging 
NYC Department of Health &  

Mental Hygiene 
NYC Department of Housing  

Preservation and Development
NYC Department of Youth and  

Community Development
NYC Human Resources  

Administration 
NYS Division of Criminal  

Justice Services
NYS Division of Housing and  

Community Renewal
NYS Interest on Lawyer  

Account Fund
NYS Justice Center
NYS Legislature
NYS Office of Children and  

Family Services 
NYS Office of Court Administration
NYS Office of Temporary and  

Disability Assistance
NYS Office of the Attorney General

PRO BONO PARTNERS
Akerman LLP
Amalgamated Bank
Bank of America
Berkman Bottger Newman & Schein LLP
Beveridge & Diamond
Blank Rome LLP
CBAM Partners, LLC
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel LLP 
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Fenwick & West LLP
Giskan Solotaroff & Anderson LLP
Goldman Sachs
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Holland & Knight LLP
Jenner & Block 
Johnson & Johnson
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Keane & Associates
Kirkland & Ellis
Levin-Epstein & Associates, P.C.
Mayer Brown 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
MUFG Bank Ltd.
Nixon Peabody LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Pfizer Inc.
Phillips & Associates
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP
TIAA
U.S. Department of Justice
Valley National Bank
Venable LLP
Verisk Analytics
The Walt Disney Company
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LISA M. SCHWEITZER, Chair, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
STEPHANIE SOWELL, 1st Vice Chair, Johnson & Johnson
JAMIE MOSER, Secretary, Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher
BRUCE L. STEIN, Treasurer

JOHN L. BRENNAN, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
KATHLYN CARD BECKLES, Verisk Analytics
FRANCESCA E. BRODY, Sidley Austin LLP
DAVID CHATTERJEE
LISA E. CLEARY, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
MARTIN J. CRISP, Ropes & Gray LLP
MARC DE LEEUW, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
PETER DOYLE, Proskauer Rose LLP
THOMAS E. DUNN, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
WILLIAM EDWARDS, Tikehau Capital North America LLC
MELISSA R. GOLD, BNY Mellon
ELAINE P. GOLIN, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
ROBERT I. HARWOOD, Glancy Prongay & Murray LLP
DEIRDRE N. HYKAL, TIAA
ENID D. JEAN-CLAUDE, MUFG Bank Ltd.
BRUCE E. KAYLE, Fundamental Advisors, LP
DAVID G. KEYKO, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
MAXIM MAYER-CESIANO, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
JOSEPH M. MCLAUGHLIN, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
CHRISTOPHER J. MEADE, BlackRock
PAUL MISHKIN, Davis, Polk & Wardwell LLP
DAVID MOY
MAEVE O’CONNOR, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
DOLORES PEREZ-HARVIN
JACQUELINE P. RUBIN, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
JEFFREY S. SABIN, Venable LLP
STEPHEN SAXL, Greenberg Traurig, LLP
MARK E. SEGALL, JAMS
SHEHZAD SIDDIQUI, Pfizer Inc.
ALAN J. SINSHEIMER, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
ARNOLD STEPHENS
RONALD J. WEISS
NICOLE K. WRIGHT, JPMorgan Chase & Co.

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
ERIC M. ROTH
ARIANA J. TADLER

STAFF LEADERSHIP
TIFFANY AUSTIN LISTON, Executive Director
ELISE BROWN, Deputy Director for Legal Practice/Director of  
Litigation for Housing
MONTEL CHERRY, Deputy Director of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion/Director 
of Litigation for Children’s Rights
CAROLYN COFFEY, Director of Litigation for Economic Justice
KEVIN CREMIN, Director of Litigation for Disability & Aging Rights

MOBILIZATION FOR JUSTICE
Our mission is to achieve justice for all. MFJ prioritizes the needs of 
people who are low-income, disenfranchised, or have disabilities as 
they struggle to overcome the effects of social injustice and systemic 
racism. We provide the highest-quality free, direct civil legal assistance,  
conduct community education and build partnerships, engage in  
policy advocacy, and bring impact litigation. MFJ also promotes  
diversity, equity, and inclusion in our workplace, and understands the 
need to eliminate all racial disparities to achieve justice for all.

2024 YEAR-END REPORT

CELEBRATING THE NEXT 60 YEARS!

Main Office: 100 William Street, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10038 | 212.417.3700
Bronx Office: 424 East 147th Street, 3rd Floor, Bronx, NY 10455 | 212.417.3800

Email: info@mfjlegal.org | Website: mobilizationforjustice.org



Cases by Program

Barker v. Rokosz – An Amazing Win!
Mobilization for Justice won an amazing result in a 
recent predatory lending case that we brought in 
the Eastern District of New York, Barker v. Rokosz. 

Ms. Barker and her half-sister lived in their house in 
East Flatbush since childhood. When their mother 
passed away, they inherited the home. Ms. Barker 
was undergoing cancer treatment and could not 
buy out her sister’s share, who sued to force a sale 
of the property. To settle the judgment, Ms. Barker 
obtained a hard-money, high-interest loan from an 
unlicensed lender, Mr. Rokosz, which she planned  
to repay with a conventional loan. Without fully  
understanding the consequences, she signed over 
the home to Mr. Rokosz.

MFJ’s Foreclosure Prevention Project took the case, 
and investigated Mr. Rokosz’s lending practices. MFJ 
contacted many of the homeowners to whom he 
had lent money and identified a potential predatory 
lending suit. As expected, when Ms. Barker defaulted  
on the high-interest loan, Mr. Rokosz tried to evict her  
and take her home. MFJ represented Ms. Barker in  
housing court and got the case dismissed. The lender  
appealed the dismissal, and while that appeal was 
pending, MFJ filed suit in federal court on Ms. Barker’s  
behalf. In January 2019, an MFJ attorney obtained 
a restraining order and preliminary injunction to 
prevent the eviction. In response, MFJ and our staff 
attorneys were sued for malicious prosecution.

In July 2024, after years of litigation, MFJ won a 
summary judgment against Mr. Rokosz. The  
incredible result cancelled Ms. Barker’s mortgage 
entirely and provided for monetary damages.  
Ms. Barker, whose childhood home was saved, is 
over-the-moon happy about the result.

The decision also serves as a precedent for these 
kinds of hard-money lending practices, which are a 
growing equity-stripping scheme in New York City. It is  
the first time a court has granted summary judgment 
on a claim when the homeowner had mistakenly 
transferred ownership to a business entity. All told, the  
results are amazing and showed MFJ at its very best.

Saving Elderly Tenants from Eviction
Ms. L and Mr. H are both seniors and longtime  
Chinatown residents. Like many low-income seniors, 
their housing situation is precarious. For over a 
decade, they were subleasing from a prime tenant 
who had illegally subdivided a one-bedroom into 
four single room occupancy units and operated it  
as a boarding house. When the landlord found out,  
he sued Ms. L and Mr. H in an attempt to evict them.  
The residents retained MFJ. Since both of the  
clients are native Chinese speakers, most of their  
documentary evidence was in Chinese. MFJ translated  
important documents for discovery, interpreted 
complex legal doctrine during client meetings, and  
translated numerous affidavits. The MFJ case handler  
also eased the clients through an onerous, months-
long Affordable Housing Lottery process. In the end, 
Ms. L and Mr. H signed a lease for an affordable, 
rent-stabilized apartment in a nearby neighborhood.

Securing Asylum for a Survivor of  
Domestic Violence
AS is from Nigeria and was a victim of domestic 
violence in her home country. She survived life-long 
abuse by her family, as she was considered to be  
property by her husband and in-laws. When her  
husband died, her in-laws treated her as family 
property and forced her to marry her brother-in-law 
while suffering ongoing physical, emotional, and 
sexual abuse. After escaping with the help of her 
children and a family friend, she flew to the U.S. and  
reached out to MFJ seeking asylum. Her MFJ attorney  
provided countless hours of application preparation, 
including a detailed affidavit of traumatic events and 
country conditions, while also obtaining an expert 
who could testify to her case and conditions in  
Nigeria. Mobilization for Justice navigated AS through  
four hours of testimony and cross-examination until 
the Judge granted Asylum in AS’s favor.

Special Education for a Child in Need
LT exhibited significant behavioral issues while  
attending pre-school. Although these behaviors  
interfered with his learning, the DOE did not conduct 

evaluations as they should have, and kept him in  
his non-therapeutic setting throughout pre-school. 
For kindergarten, LT was placed in the same  
inappropriate, non-therapeutic setting, during which 
time his behavior worsened. The MFJ attorney who 
received the referral from a Montefiore Hospital 
clinician immediately filed a due process complaint 
and was successful in obtaining a neuropsychological  
evaluation, which included recommendations for a 
more appropriate educational setting and hundreds 
of hours of compensatory tutoring, speech therapy, 
and occupational therapy. In a subsequent case, 
MFJ obtained tuition funding for Gersh Academy, a 
private school for children on the autism spectrum. 
LT continues to attend this school.

Securing an Apartment for a  
Mentally Disabled Man and His Family
Mr. R is a 26-year-old African American client  
whose family was being evicted from their apartment.  
Mr. R has an extensive history of trauma, including 
experiencing his father murdering his mother,  
separation from his biological family as a child,  
four years of street homelessness as a teenager, 
justice system involvement, and living in shelters  
for 2 years with his son. He also has difficulty  
securing jobs due to his history of justice  
involvement and his mental health disability.  
After discovering that Mr. R has a history of mental 
health illness and that he received misinformation 
from social services agencies about his eligibility  
for certain housing subsidy programs, MFJ jumped 
in to represent him in the eviction case and help  
him secure a subsidized apartment in the  
community with individualized supportive services 
for Mr. R’s young family. MFJ connected him with 
mental health treatment services, conducted a  
rapid psychological evaluation, submitted an  
application for supportive housing, and advocated 
for exceptions to the city’s policies regarding  
supported housing approvals. Bringing both our  
advocacy and social work skills to bear, MFJ was 
able to help Mr. R secure a lease to a supportive 
housing unit for his family very quickly. 

MOBILIZATION FOR JUSTICE VICTORIES – THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT! Financial Overview  
FY 2024

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

Client Profiles and Services  
FY 2024

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

	 Government $19,158,356

	 Unrestricted Contributions $559,369

	 Attorney Fees $441,691

	 Restricted Grants $439,233

	 Interest $264,612

	 Training Fees & Misc. $92,099 

Cases by Race

Cases by Borough

	 Housing & HIV $11,755,971

	 Disability & Aging Rights $3,341,299

	 Economic Justice $2,607,845

	 Children’s Rights $2,306,738

	 Administration $1,520,219

	 Fundraising $501,384

Revenue: $20,955,360
1%
1%
2%
2%
3%

Expenses: $22,033,456

53%

15%

12%

10%
7% 3%

	 Black & African Descent
	 Latinx
	 White
	 Asian
	 Indigenous
	 Miscellaneous/No Answer

	 The Bronx
	 Manhattan
	 Brooklyn
	 Queens
	 Staten Island
	 Outside NYC

	 Housing 
	 Economic Justice
	 Children & Families
	 Disability & Aging Rights
	 Social Work & Miscellaneous

46%

18%

17%

17%

34%

33%

13%

15%
4%
1%

46%

26%

15%

11% 1.5%
1.5%

2%

91%


