
Fighting Evictions,
Promoting Family Stability,
and Protecting Workers

MFY's attorneys handled over 4,000 cases during the past 12

months (November 1, 2004-October  31, 2005). Three out of

four clients received help with housing, public benefits and

disability problems. 

w Over 2,000 households kept their housing as a result of

MFY's work.

w Over 500 low-wage workers won Unemployment Insurance

benefits, recouped unpaid wages, and addressed a wide

range of workplace issues, from unsafe conditions to dis-

crimination.

w MFY helped over 750 people access public benefits and

entitlements and resolve debt problems that threaten the

wellbeing of their families and their housing.

w Seventy pro bono attorneys from large law firms repre-

sented foster care parents who were adopting children in

their care as part of MFY’s Pro Bono Adoption Project.

Helping Seniors Age in Place
in Their Own Homes

In July, MFY launched the Manhattan Legal Aid for Seniors

Project to help Manhattan residents over age 60 keep their

housing and independence. MLASP provides assistance on

critical issues for the elderly--from housing and public benefits

to accessing home care, coping with debt, and making end-

of-life decisions.

Defending Adult Home Residents

MFY’s Adult Home Advocacy Project represented residents

of a Queens adult home in a class action suit that was settled

when the home's operator agreed to stop withholding

residents' small personal needs allowance as a means of

behavior control.  

Preventing Homelessness

Residents of single room occupancy (SRO) dwellings and

psychiatrically disabled people in hospitals are particularly

vulnerable to losing their housing. Last year MFY’s SRO Law

Project helped 380 residents remain housed, and the Mental

Health Law Project intervened to prevent evictions of 200

patients in city hospital psychiatric wards.

Bringing Legal Muscle to
Worker Organizing

MFY's Workplace Justice Project filed suit against two

supermarkets that locked in cleaning workers overnight and

worked closely with community based organizations and

workers’ centers to confront abuses against workers in the

garment, transportation and construction industries.

Extending Our Reach through
Organizing & Educating 

Through our collaboration with the Coalition of Institution-

alized Aged & Disabled (CIAD), MFY supports organizing

adult home residents’ councils to enable residents to advo-

cate for themselves. MFY attorneys work closely with com-

munity-based organizations and workers’ centers, educating

tenants and workers about their rights and teaching grass-

roots organizers and social service workers how to advocate

directly and effectively for clients.

Working for Systemic Change

By initiating major impact litigation, drafting model legislation,

providing expert testimony at city and state public hearings,

and advocating at all levels of government, MFY presses for

policies and programs that address the underlying inequities

facing low-income and disabled New Yorkers.  In 2005 MFY

launched the Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler Fellowship to

address consumer rights of low-income New Yorkers.
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2005 has been an exciting and productive year for

MFY. With pro bono assistance from the private bar,

MFY is pursuing major impact litigation to end the rein-

stitutionalization of mentally disabled people. MFY’s

work to preserve affordable housing for mental health

consumers, protect the rights of adult home residents,

and address health, disability and civil rights matters for

the mentally ill is now unmatched in the nation. 

In July MFY launched the Manhattan Legal Aid for

Seniors Project to help older residents age in place in

their own homes. As we develop this practice, we will

build on our experience to tackle critical legal issues

confronting the elderly in nursing homes.

In 2005 MFY attorneys demonstrated their expert

litigation skills by taking on a record number of complex

holdover cases and preventing homelessness for

scores of individuals and families. MFY’s Workplace

Justice Project, with help from pro bono attorneys, filed

its first law reform case on behalf of low-wage janitors

who were locked in supermarkets overnight, spurring

the enactment of more stringent laws to protect their

health and safety.

The dedication of MFY’s staff, vigorous pro bono assis-

tance from the private bar, and continued financial sup-

port from government, private philanthropies, law firms

and individuals have truly made MFY the “place to go

for justice,” for thousands of low-income New Yorkers. 

Your support, generosity and friendship have made it all

possible. We thank you.

Eric M. Roth

Board Chair

Pro bono attorneys make a vital contribution to MFY,

serving as counsel or co-counsel on individual or class

action cases, serving as guardians ad litem, and con-

ducting case-related research. Volunteer attorneys also

help MFY attorneys conduct intake on housing matters,

and provide advice and counsel to low-wage workers at

bi-monthly employment law clinics. Since January 2004,

100 attorneys have volunteered to represent foster care

parents who are finalizing adoptions as part of our Pro

Bono Adoption Project. 

The following firms have provided pro bono assistance

to MFY over the past two years:

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Aufrichtig Stein & Aufrichtig P.C.

Bryan Cave LLP

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP

Chadbourne & Parke LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Goodkind Labaton Rudoff & Sucharow LLP

Kassoff, Robert, Lerner & Robert, LLP

Kaye Scholer LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Morrison & Foerster LLP

Outten & Golden LLP

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Pfizer Inc

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Proskauer Rose LLP

Ritz & Clark LLP

Shearman & Sterling LLP

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP



PILLARS OF JUSTICE
($50,000 and above)

Bernard F. & Alva B. Gimbel
Foundation

New York Community Trust

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 

vanAmeringen Foundation

INVESTORS IN
JUSTICE
($25,000 to $49,999)

The Rhodebeck Charitable
Trust

PARTNERS OF
JUSTICE
($10,000 to $24,999)

Altria Group, Inc. 

Chadbourne & Parke LLP

Lisa E. Cleary & Warren N.
Stone 

Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen &
Hamilton

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Covington & Burling 

Greenberg Traurig LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Milbank, Tweed, Hadely &
McCloy LLP

Milberg Weiss Bershad &
Schulman LLP

New York Bar Foundation

New York Foundation

Pfizer Inc 

Steven T. Rodd

Eric M. & Laurie B. Roth

The Scherman Foundation, Inc.

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
LLP

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

MFY’s audited financial state-
ments are available on request.

SPONSORS OF
JUSTICE
($5,000 to$9,999)

American Bar Association

Cadwalader, Wickersham &
Taft LLP

Cravath Swaine & Moore LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Albert & Martha Driver

Howard A. Ellins

Flemming, Zulack &
Williamson LLP

FTI Consulting

Garden City Group (GCG)

John Hardiman

Hyde & Watson Foundation

David W. Ichel

JPMorganChase

Kaye Scholer LLP

Kelley, Drye & Warren LLP

David G. Keyko

Alan Mansfield

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Patterson, Belknap, Webb &
Tyler LPP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton
& Garrison LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Pittman LLP

Primedia Inc.

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

Shearman & Sterling LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom LLP

Bruce Stein

Donald I Strauber

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Ariana Tadler

Thelen Reid & Priest LLP

The Tommy Hilfiger Corporate
Foundation

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Winston & Strawn LLP

Wolf Haldenstein Adler
Freeman & Herz LLP

LEADERS OF JUSTICE
($1,000 to $4,999)

Alschuler Grossman Stein &
Kahan LLP

Bank of Tokyo Mitsubishi

Bernstein Liebhard &
Lifshiptz LLP

Bingham McCutchen LLP

Marvin & Leslie Brittman

Kathleen M. Comfrey

Cronin & Vris,LLP

Dewey Ballantine LLP

DOAR

Docuserve

Thomas E. Dunn

Evidence Exchange

Robert S. Fischler

Kenneth & Ellen Forrest

The Jacob D. Fuchsberg
Law Firm

Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan,
Griffinger & Vecchione LLP

Lauren Glant & Michael
Gillespie

Goodkind, Labaton, Rudoff &
Sucharow, LLP

Ellen Grauer Court Reporting
Co.

John Gross

David Gruenstein

Carolyn M. Heft

Molly K. Heines & Thomas
Moloney

HIRECOUNSEL NY

Stephen D. Hoffman

Ivener & Fullmer

Sara L. Kellermann, M.D. 

Kramer, Levin, Naftalis &
Frankel, LLP

Levi Lubarksy & Feigenbaum
LLP

Lextranet

John D. Lobrano

Margaret M. Madden

Manhattan Reporting Corp.

Robert B. Mazur

Maureen W. McCarthy

Ronald Neumann &
Jane A. Zimmy

Bernard & Toby Nussman

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
LLP

Daniel & Polly Paladino

David Pauker

Nicholas H. Politan

Mitchell S. Presser

Thomas C. Rice

Jane Rose Reporting

Jeffrey & Evelyn L. Sabin

St. James’ Church

Schiffrin & Barroway, LLP

Robert Schpoont

Steven G. Schulman

Silverstein Properties

Sontag Advisory

George & Judith Stein

Time Warner Inc. 

Veritext

Paul & Andrea Lynn
Vizcarrondo

GOVERNMENT 

NYC Department of Health &
Mental Hygiene

NYC Department of Housing
Preservation & Development

NYC Human Resources
Administration

NYC Department for the Aging

NYS Commission on the
Quality of Care

NYS Department of Mental
Health

NYS Division of Housing &
Community Renewal

Members of the NYS
Legislature

Manhattan Borough President

Scales of Justice Donors MFY Board of Directors
ERIC M. ROTH, Chair, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

ALAN MANSFIELD, 1st Vice Chair, Greenberg Traurig LLP

ARIANA J. TADLER, 2nd Vice Chair, Milberg Weiss Bershad &
Schulman LLP

NANCY MORAWETZ, Secretary, New York University
School of Law

BRUCE L. STEIN, Treasurer, Aufrichtig Stein & Aufrichtig P.C.

DAVID CHATTERJEE

LISA E. CLEARY, Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler LLP

LAWRENCE COLEMAN

ALBERT W. DRIVER, JR., Metropolitan Corporate Counsel

THOMAS E. DUNN, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

HOWARD A. ELLINS, Davis Polk & Wardwell

DANA ESCOFFIER

ROBERT S. FISCHLER, Ropes & Gray LLP

MICHAEL J. GILLESPIE, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

LINDSEE P. GRANFIELD, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

JOHN L. HARDIMAN, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

DAVID W. ICHEL, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

DAVID G. KEYKO, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

MARGARET MADDEN, Pfizer Inc

TARIQ MUNDIYA, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

RONALD M. NEUMANN, Zeichner Ellman & Krause LLP

TIMOTHY G. REYNOLDS, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom LLP

STEPHEN T. RODD, Abbey Gardy, LLP

JEFFREY S. SABIN, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

MARK E. SEGALL, JPMorgan Chase

JENNIFER H. SHURDUT, Primedia, Inc.

ARNOLD STEPHENS

DONALD I STRAUBER, Chadbourne & Parke LLP

NANCY J. WALDER

STAFF

LYNN M. KELLY, Executive Director

JEANETTE ZELHOF, Deputy Director

ADELE BARTLETT, Supervising Attorney

ANDREW GOLDBERG, Supervising Attorney

KENNETH LAU, Supervising Attorney

SARA WIENKES, Supervising Attorney
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MFY Legal Services, Inc.

299 Broadway, New York, NY 10007 212-417-3700

www.mfy.org

Thank God for

MFY legal aid. It is

absolutely necessary to

have a decent society.

When you have no

money or power, you

really need a place

to go for justice.

--MFY Client


