
2006 HighlightsA Message from MFY’s Chair

Pro Bono Partners
Pro bono attorneys make a vital contribution to MFY, serving as

counsel or co-counsel on individual or class action cases, serv-

ing as guardians ad litem, and conducting case-related research.

Volunteer attorneys also help MFY attorneys conduct intake on

housing matters, and provide advice and counsel to low-wage

workers at bi-monthly employment law clinics. Over 80 attorneys

have been trained to handle guardianship and adoption proceed-

ings for our Kincare Project.The following firms and corporations

provided pro bono assistance to MFY over the past year:

Alston & Bird, LLP

Bryan Cave LLP

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP

Citibank Global Markets, Inc.

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

Constantine Cannon, P.C.

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

DLA Piper

Goldfarb Abrant Salzman & Kutzin LLP

Goodkind Labaton Rudoff & Sucharow LLP

Greenberg Traurig LLP

Kaye Scholer LLP

Latham &  Watkins LLP

McDermott Will & Emery

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Outten & Golden LLP

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Pfizer Inc

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Bringing Permanence
to Children’s Lives

Since initiating the Pro Bono

Kinship Caregiver Law Project

in June,  dozens of families have

been matched with pro bono

attorneys from nine firms for representation in custody, guard-

ianship and adoption proceedings. Greenberg Traurig LLP, in

collaboration with the NYC Family Court and MFY, trained 80

volunteer attorneys in June. With few resources available to

over 85,000 grandparents and others who make great sacri-

fices to care for children in New York City, the Project is help-

ing to fill an enormous unmet need for legal services.

Preserving Income & Assets for
Low-Income New Yorkers

MFY's new Consumer Rights Project counsels, advises and

represents low-income New Yorkers who are victims of identi-

ty theft and other forms of financial exploitation, have received

improper judgments, or are being harassed by debt collectors.

Since launching the project last year, MFY has doubled its

consumer cases, and has drawn media attention to financial

abuse affecting seniors and the disabled.

Promoting the Right to Counsel for
Seniors Facing Eviction

Building on MFY's successful Manhattan Legal Aid for

Seniors Project, MFY attorneys defended scores of seniors

facing eviction as part of a pilot project organized by the NYC

Department for the Aging and the Civil Court. MFY works with

the citywide Right to Counsel Coalition to promote legislation

that will level the playing field for seniors in Housing Court.

Housing Remains #1 Issue for MFY

Over the past 12 months, housing cases increased by 20%,

as landlords intensified pressure on rent-regulated tenants

throughout Manhattan. MFY’s Neighborhood Preservation

Project works with local housing groups and tenant organiza-

tions to combat phony demolitions and other illegal eviction

tactics. In a precedent-setting case, the East Side SRO Law

Project thwarted a landlord’s attempt to undercut the rent

stabilization law for SRO tenants.

Litigation & Advocacy for the
Mentally Disabled

In addition to serving individual clients with mental disabilities,

the Adult Home Advocacy Project is litigating a class action

suit against an adult home that withholds residents’ personal

needs allowances; suing Verizon Communications for violating

the Americans with Disabilities Act; challenging New York

State’s practice of placing mentally disabled people in segre-

gated settings; and taking  a “headhunter” and others to court

for coercing disabled people to enter adult homes and stealing

residents’ funds. MFY’s Mental Health Law Project remains

the largest program nationwide serving mental health con-

sumers who live in the community.

Economic Justice
for Low-Wage
New Yorkers

With the growth of the low-

wage workforce in New

York City, increasing num-

bers of workers are underpaid by employers and forced to

work in dangerous conditions. MFY's Workplace Justice

Project partners with local workers' centers and neighborhood

organizations to educate workers on their rights and to advise,

counsel and represent workers with unpaid wage claims and

other employment issues. With assistance from Skadden,

Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, MFY issued Making the

Small Claims Court Work for New York City Workers, a study

that drew critical attention to the difficulty many workers face

in collecting back wage judgments.

Diversity in Our Workforce

MFY has attracted a diverse staff to serve our highly diverse

clients. Among staff attorneys and paralegals, 58% are people

of color and 42% are able to speak with clients in languages

other than English. 

The past year has seen amazing growth in all aspects of

MFY’s work–– more clients served, more firms engaged in pro

bono work, and creative new programs developed to address

significant unmet legal needs. 

I am particularly proud of the private bar’s enthusiastic

response to my call to join MFY in launching the Pro Bono

Kinship Caregiver Law Project, which matches volunteer attor-

neys with grandparents and others who need representation in

guardianship and adoption proceedings. The Project is already

viewed as a potential model for other areas of New York State.

In 2006, MFY staff attorneys serving as assigned counsel

demonstrated the importance of a civil right to counsel for sen-

iors in the Housing Court by preventing scores of seniors from

being evicted. MFY also participated in organized bar efforts to

improve the Housing Court. MFY’s talented and tenacious staff

is paving the way for much-needed reform in housing court.

In addition to representing hundreds of individual workers in

employment matters, MFY, with assistance from Skadden,

Arps, Slate, Meather & Flom LLP, surveyed workers to find out

how successful they were in recouping unpaid wages in Small

Claims Court. The resulting report identifies serious problems

in the collection process and will form the basis for future ad-

vocacy with that Court and the State Legislature to improve

workers’ chances of collecting judgments for back wages.

MFY’s work on behalf of mentally disabled New Yorkers living

in adult homes and in the community is unmatched anywhere

in the United States. And thousands of Manhattan tenants and

SRO residents throughout the city continue to rely on MFY’s

expertise in housing to keep their affordable apartments. Your

generous support has made these accomplishments possible.

We thank you and urge you to continue your support in the

coming year.

Alan Mansfield, Board Chair



PILLARS OF JUSTICE
($50,000 and above)

Bernard F. & Alva B. Gimbel
Foundation

New York Community Trust

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 

van Ameringen Foundation

INVESTORS IN
JUSTICE
($25,000 to $49,999)

Equal Justice America

Greenberg Traurig LLP

Ambrose Monell Foundation

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

The Rhodebeck Charitable
Trust

Taconic Foundation

PARTNERS OF
JUSTICE
($10,000 to $24,999)

Bingham McCutchen LLP

Chadbourne & Parke LLP

Lisa E. Cleary & Warren N.
Stone 

Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen &
Hamilton LLP

Covington & Burling LLP

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

DOAR

Garden City Group

The Hite Foundation

Alan Mansfield, Esq.

Milberg Weiss Bershad &
Schulman LLP

New York Bar Foundation

Patterson, Belknap, Webb &
Tyler LPP

Pfizer Inc 

Timothy Reynolds, Esq.

Eric M. & Laurie B. Roth

The Scherman Foundation, Inc.

SPONSORS OF
JUSTICE
($5,000 to$9,999)

Allen & Overy

American Bar Association

Cravath Swaine & Moore LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Albert  W. & Martha Driver

Thomas E. Dunn, Esq.

Howard A. Ellins, Esq.

Flemming Zulack Williamson
Zauderer LLP

Lindsee P. Granfield, Esq.

John Hardiman, Esq.

David W. Ichel, Esq.

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP

Kramer L evin Naftalis &
Frankel LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Lexolution

Lynn Mestel

JPMorgan Chase

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Ronald Newmann & Jane A.
Zimmy

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Pittman LLP

Stephen T. Rodd

Ropes & Gray LLP

Mark E. Segall, Esq.

Simpson  Thacher &
Bartlett LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom LLP & Affiliates

Bruce Stein

Donald I Strauber, Esq.

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Ariana Tadler, Esq.

Time Warner

The Tommy Hilfiger Corporate
Foundation

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Wolf Haldenstein Adler
Freeman & Herz LLP

LEADERS OF JUSTICE
($1,000 to $4,999)

Adecco

Alschuler Grossman Stein &
Kahan LLP

Axiom Legal

Marvin & Leslie Brittman

BTMU Foundation

Kathleen M. Comfrey

The Cove Point Foundation

Datum Legal

Dewey Ballantine LLP

Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.

Evidence Exchange

Robert S. Fischler, Esq.

Kenneth & Ellen Forrest

Paul & Isabelle Friedland

The Jacob D. Fuchsberg
Law Firm

Gage Spencer & Fleming LLP

John Gross

Molly K. Heines & Thomas
Moloney

Stephen D. Hoffman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Katcher

David K. Keyko, Esq.

Levi Lubarksy & Feigenbaum
LLP

Lextranet

Loeb & Loeb LLP

John D. Lobrano, Esq.

Margaret M. Madden, Esq.

James Malernee

Robert B. Mazur

McAloon & Friedman

Maureen W. McCarthy, Esq.

Richard Meade & Tricia Travers

Tariq Mundiya, Esq.

Paul Neale

Arthur B. Newman

Daniel R. Paladino, Esq.

Mitchell S. Presser

Printing House Press

Reed Smith LLP

Thomas C. Rice

Jane Rose Reporting

Jeffrey & Evelyn L. Sabin

Schiffrin & Barroway, LLP

Robert Schpoont

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

Donald M. Silk

Skovgaard/Wolinsky

Sloane & Company

Sontag Advisory

Sam Sporn

George & Judith Stein

Thelen Reid & Priest LLP

Troutman Sanders LLP

TSG Reporting

Paul & Andrea Lynn
Vizcarrondo

Edwin J. Wesely, Esq.

Neil Zola

GOVERNMENT 

NYC Department of Health &
Mental Hygiene

NYC Department of Housing
Preservation & Development

NYC Department for the Aging

New York City Council

NYS Commission on
Quality of Care

NYS Division of Housing &
Community Renewal

NYS Interest on Lawyers’
Accounts Fund (IOLA)

Members of the NYS
Legislature

Manhattan Borough President

Scales of Justice Donors MFY Board of Directors
ALAN MANSFIELD, Chair, Greenberg Traurig LLP

ARIANA J. TADLER, 1st Vice Chair, Milberg Weiss Bershad &
Schulman LLP

BRUCE L. STEIN, 2nd Vice Chair, Aufrichtig Stein & Aufrichtig P.C.

NANCY MORAWETZ, Secretary, New York University
School of Law

ROBERT S. FISCHLER, Treasurer, Ropes & Gray LLP

DAVID CHATTERJEE

LISA E. CLEARY, Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler LLP

LAWRENCE COLEMAN

ALBERT W. DRIVER, JR., Metropolitan Corporate Counsel

THOMAS E. DUNN, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

HOWARD A. ELLINS, Davis Polk & Wardwell

DANA ESCOFFIER

MAEVE O’CONNOR, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

LINDSEE P. GRANFIELD, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton

JOHN L. HARDIMAN, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

DAVID W. ICHEL, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

DAVID G. KEYKO, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

MARGARET MADDEN, Pfizer Inc

TARIQ MUNDIYA, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

RONALD M. NEUMANN, Zeichner Ellman & Krause LLP

TIMOTHY G. REYNOLDS, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom LLP

STEPHEN T. RODD, Abbey Gardy, LLP

ERIC M. ROTH, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

JEFFREY S. SABIN, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

MARK E. SEGALL, JPMorgan Chase

JENNIFER H. SHURDUT, Primedia, Inc.

ARNOLD STEPHENS

DONALD I STRAUBER, Chadbourne & Parke LLP

NANCY J. WALDER

STAFF
LYNN M. KELLY, Executive Director

JEANETTE ZELHOF, Deputy Director

RAMONITA CORDERO, Supervising Attorney

SARA J. FULTON, Supervising Attorney

ANDREW GOLDBERG, Supervising Attorney

KENNETH LAU, Supervising Attorney

ANNUAL REPORT
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MFY Legal Services, Inc.

299 Broadway, New York, NY 10007 212-417-3700

www.mfy.org

MFY
L E G A L

S E R V I C E S

MFY’s audited financial statements are available on request.

The struggle for justice is

at the center of it all.


