A Message from
MFY’s Chair

2008 marks MFY Legal
Services’ 45th anniversary, and
in looking back we find a
remarkable history of pioneering
work on behalf of low-income
New Yorkers. MFY has re-

mained steadfast in its mission

to provide individual legal assistance to New Yorkers
who cannot afford an atforney while challenging the

underlying inequities that create and sustain poverty.

For 45 years, MFY has advised, counseled and repre-
sented tens of thousands of New Yorkers in a wide
range of practice areas, including housing, public
benefits, civil and disability rights, employment, con-
sumer, and family matters. More than any other legal
services provider in New York City, MFY has served
the most vulnerable among the city’s struggling resi-
dents, developing large and successful practices for
people with mental disabilities, residents of single
room occupancy hotels, isolated seniors, and immi-
grants. From its groundbreaking 1970 Supreme
Court decision in Goldberg v. Kelly guaranteeing due
process, to more recent litigation that helped to
reform the adult home industry, MFY has relentlessly
pursued justice for its clients, using all legal tools at
its disposal.

Your generous support has helped MFY remain a
powerful force for justice in a city that too often offers
a harsh existence for poor and low-income New
Yorkers. We thank you for your past support and urge

you fo continue your support in the coming year.

Ariana J. Tadler, Board Chair

MFY’s Expands Scope of
Services & Caseload

In January, MFY launched the Lower Manhattan Justice
Project to help preserve economic diversity in neighbor-
hoods impacted by 9/11 by increasing legal services in
the areas of housing, employment and consumer. In
September 2008, we initiated a new foreclosure preven-
tion project to address the growing crisis faced by
homeowners with sub-prime mortgages and victims of
rescue scams. Overall, MFY's caseload increased by
36%, benefiting some 12,000 people.
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Natalie Elias, pic-
tured with MFY
Attorney Carolyn Coffey, recovered $5,000 in back pay
and fees from an employer who had underpaid her.
Over the past year, MFY has recovered $2,000,888 in

unpaid wages, benefits, and other awards, a 16%

increase over the previous year. Employment cases
increased 64% since 2007.

Victories for Adult

Home Residents

MFY’s Adult Home Advocacy Project scored an impor-
tant victory for 200 Staten Island adult home residents
who had been denied adequate access to telephones. A
judge ordered the home to install more phones so that
residents can stay in contact with family, friends, and
advocates. The Project was also instrumental in convinc-
ing federal authorities to issue a final rule extending eli-
gibility for a $40 coupon to defray the cost of a digital-
to-analog felevision converter box to adult home resi-
dents and people who live in nursing homes and other
facilities.

2008 nghhghts

Consumer
Cases Up 75%

Mr. Zhang, pictured with
MFY attorney Anamaria
Segura, was one of hun-
dreds of victims of identi-
ty theft and unfair debt
collection practices who
recovered $3,715 with
MFY’s assistance. MFY also provided leadership in a
statewide effort to win passage of the Exempt Income
Protection Act in the state legislature, which closes a
loophole that had allowed the bank accounts of poor,
disabled and elderly New Yorkers to be restrained by
creditors even when all of the money in the account was
exempt from collection.

MFY Saves Affordable
Housing in Chinatown

Among the thousands of low-income tenants who bene-
fitted from MFY represenation in housing matters were
30 low-income Chinatown workers who faced illegal
eviction from their lodging house. MFY represented 19
tenants and won a motion for summary judgment, which
preserved all of the units, even those of the tenants we
did not represent.

Pro Bono
Lawyets

Help Kin
", Families

\l ‘E Twenty-three new

firms joined MFY’s Kinship Caregiver Law Project, which
has trained 200 atforneys to handle custody, guardian-
ship and adoption proceedings for grandparents and
others raising related children. Over 100 families have
been represented in court cases and hundreds of care-
givers receive advice and counsel at court-based clinics.

Advocacy

MFY

Testifies to 4
Stop Tenant
Harassment /

MFY attorneys Donna .
Chiu and Jonathan >

Burke testified at the NY "

City Council on tenant
harassment. The
Council later approved
new protections for tenants. MFY regularly testifies
on the problems faced by the city’s low-income
residents.

MFY Guides Help Tenants

Rl MFY's new guide helps tenants
-3 with pets understand their
rights and prevent eviction and
loss of emotional support ani-
mals. The pet guide is one of
75 guides on a wide range of
legal issues of concern to ten-
ants, seniors, workers, con-
sumers and immigrants.

KeepingYour Pet in
a NYGApartment

MFY Report
Exposes
Sham Process
Servers

MFY’s investigation of
process serving in debt
collection cases revealed

A : i Iegal Services,
flawed service in over w1 15 i
90% of cases studied, | June 2008
and added fuel to

demands for greater oversight by the New York City
Department of Consumer Affairs.




Scales of Justice Donors

PILLARS OF JUSTICE
($50,000 and above)

Ira W. DeCamp Foundation

Bernard F. & Alva B. Gimbel
Foundation

Pfizer Inc.
vanAmeringen Foundation
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

INVESTORS IN JUSTICE
($25,000-$49,999)

Connolly Bove Lodge & Hutz LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Equal Justice Works

The Hite Foundation

The JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Milberg LLP

The Ambrose Monell Foundation

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison LLP

Eric Michael Roth
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom LLP

PARTNERS OF JUSTICE
($10,000-$24,999)

Abbey Spanier Rodd & Abrams
LLP

Allen & Overy LLP
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
LLP

Chadbourne & Parke LLP
Lisa E. Cleary

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
LLP

Covington & Burling LLP
DLA Piper LLP

Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
The Feinberg Group

The Garden City Group, Inc.

Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann,
LLP

Greenberg Traurig LLP

Huron Consulting Services LLC
Innisfree M & A Incorporated
Irwin Fritchie Urquhart & Moore
LLC

Jackson Lewis LLP
JPMorgan Chase
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

The Lily Auchincloss Foundation
Linklaters LLP

Littler Mendelson PC
MacKenzie Partners, Inc.

Alan Mansfield

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy
LLP

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler
LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
LLP

Reed Smith LLP
The Rhodebeck Charitable Trust

Satterlee Stephens Burke & Burke
LLP

The Scherman Foundation
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Scully, Scott, Murphy & Presser
PC

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
Williams & Connolly LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and
Dorr LLP

Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

SPONSORS OF JUSTICE
($5,000-$9,999)

Marvin & Leslie Brittman
Albert W. Driver, Jr.
Thomas E. Dunn

Lindsee P. Granfield

John Hardiman

David W. Ichel

James |. Kaplan

Mercer Human Resource
Consulting

MFY'’s audited financial statements are available on request.

Ronald Neumann & Jane A.
Zimmy

Bernard & Toby Nussbaum
Maeve O'Connor

Ropes & Gray LLP

Mark E. Segall

Sidley Austin LLP

Donald | Strauber

Ariana J. Tadler

Wechsler, Harwood, Halebian &
Feffer LLP

LEADERS OF JUSTICE
($1,000-$4,999)

Mitchell Alan & Ann Zanger
Lowenthal

Stanley Bernstein

BPD International

The BTMU Foundation, Inc.
Kathleen M. Comfrey

Cove Point Foundation
Charles W. Douglas
Nicolas Economou

Harold & Edith Edith Segall
Stephen Ellman

Robert B. Euler

Robert S. Fischler

Kenneth & Ellen Forrest
The Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Firm
John Gross

H. Peter Haveles

Molly K. Heines & Thomas
Moloney

Stephen D. Hoffman
Jane Rose Reporting
Gregory Joseph Law Firm
Seth Kaplan

David K. Keyko

Meyer & Ellen Koplow
Levi, Lubarsky & Feigenbaum LLP
John D. Lobrano
Margaret M. Madden
Robert B. Mazur
McAloon & Friedman, PC
Nancy Morawetz

Moses & Singer LLP
Tarig Mundiya

David M. Murphy

Arthur B. Newman

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
John & Katherine Paterson
Debra E. Pole

Nicholas H. Politan

Mitchell S. Presser

Pretzel & Stouffer

Anne E. Rea

Thomas C. Rice

Stephen T. Rodd

Jeffrey & Evelyn L. Sabin

John Savarese

Michael P. Schumaecker

Bart Schwartz

Ronni Lee Seltzer

Jennifer H. Shurdut

David & Felice Silk

Sontag Advisory LLC

Ellen Sporn

Amelia T.R. Starr

Veritext LLC

Paul & Andrea Lynn Vizcarrondo
Wachovia

Edwin J. Wesely

Zeichner Ellman & Krause LLP

GOVERNMENT

Lower Manhattan Development
Corportion / HUD

NYC Criminal Justice Coordinator
NYC Department for the Aging

NYC Department of Health &
Mental Hygiene

NYC Department of Housing
Preservation & Development
NYC Department of Youth &
Community Development
NYS Commission on

Quality of Care

NYS Dlvision of Criminal Justice
Services

NYS Division of Housing &
Community Renewal

NYS Interest on Lawyers’
Accounts Fund (IOLA)

NYS Legislators

NYS Office of Court Administration
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