
2010 Highlights
How often does one find a
small organization with a big
mission that consistently gets
great results? MFY is one
such organization, and I am
proud to serve as Chair of its
Board of Directors.
The heart of MFY’s work is
direct service to low-income
New Yorkers, and the 8,000

people who received advice, counsel and repre-
sentation from MFY’s staff over the past year all
have compelling stories to tell. But MFY’s work
does not stop with closing an individual case file.
Throughout its 47-year history, MFY has tackled
issues that affect tens of thousands of New York -
ers through policy work and affirmative litigation.
After 20 years of advocacy to end the warehous-
ing of people with mental disabilities in large adult
homes, MFY and other advocates won a landmark
federal case that compels New York State to pro-
vide supported housing in the community for 4,500
adult home residents. 
Over the past three years MFY’s Consumer Rights
Project has waged a tireless struggle against abu-
sive debt collection practices, most recently shep-
herding a new local law through the City Council
to combat “sewer service” and protect New
Yorkers’ right to have their day in court.
Thanks to MFY’s community-based training and
advocacy, hundreds of low-wage and immigrant
workers have been able to successfully combat
wage theft, and scores of workers with past crimi-
nal records have been able to rejoin the workforce
and lead productive lives.
Your generous support has made these victories
possible. We are deeply grateful for your help and
urge you to continue your support in the coming
year.
Thomas E. Dunn
Board Chair

A Message from
MFY’s Chair

Pro Bono Partners
Baker Botts LLP
Bromberg Law Office, PC
Bryan Cave LLP 
Chadbourne & Parke LLP
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Clifford Chance US LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Davis and Gilbert LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP
Patricia Ann Fersch Family Law Center
Fish & Richardson PC
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Howrey LLP
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP 
Jones Day
JPMorgan Chase
Kaye Scholer LLP
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Linklaters LLP 
Mayer Brown LLP
McDermott Will & Emery
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Milberg LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Michael A. Neff, PC
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Outten & Golden LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Paul, Hastings, Janofky & Walker LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Schiff Harden LLP
Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold LLP
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Sullivan & Worchester LLP
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale & Dorr LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

New Project Aids
Residents of
Illegal Boarding
Houses
MFY’s new project aims to
stop the proliferation of and
improve conditions in illegal
boarding houses, also known
as three-quarter houses, that
rent overcrowded rooms for
profit to formerly homeless
people, many of whom suffer
from mental illness and sub-
stance abuse disorders. Most buildings were for-
merly one- and two-family homes that were illegally
converted and now house between four and 12
adults in sleeping rooms. Conditions are abysmal
and tenant rights are routinely violated. MFY offers
legal assistance to tenants on housing issues and
has organized a tenants’ group to press for an end
to abuses.

MFY Saves Domestic
Worker’s Housing
After an antique dealer consis-
tently underpaid a Jamaican
immigrant who cleaned his
home and studio, her life
unraveled. She faced eviction,
was denied unemployment
benefits because she had
been paid in cash, and was

refused a back rent grant by welfare when she
failed to secure unemployment benefits. MFY went
to court to delay the housing case, worked with the
client to document her income and persuaded the
Department of Labor to approve benefits, and won a
fair hearing to get back rent. With her housing
secure and income in place while she seeks a new
job, MFY filed a suit against the employer to recoup
back wages.

MFY Vindicates Gay
Partner’s Tenancy Rights
MFY’s recent victory will make it easier for gay life
partners to succeed to a tenancy. Paul Garrison lived
with his partner Michael Lorge and Michael’s parents
for years in a Bronx apartment and cared for the eld-
erly Lorges before they died. When Michael Lorge
was tragically killed, the landlord attempted to evict
Paul. After a trial, the judge ruled that rent regulations
were de signed to protect couples like Paul and
Michael and ruled in Paul’s favor.

MFY’s Campaign against “Sewer
Service” Spawns New City Law
As part of its effort to comabt abusive debt collection
practices, MFY spearheaded new local legislation,
introduced by Councilmember Daniel Garodnick, and
signed into law last April. Among other provisions, the
law requires process servers to pass a test to receive
a license, use an electronic device to record service
attempts, and post a bond to cover the cost of unpaid
fines and judgments. 

MFY Intensifies Efforts
as Foreclosures Climb
During 2010, MFY expanded its
work to help subprime mortgage
victims save their homes, focus-
ing efforts on hard-hit communi-
ties in Queens and Staten Island,
and providing vital representation
at court-mandated settlement
conferences. MFY re cently won
dismissal of a case against a
Queens resident after showing that the plaintiff had no
standing, and recouped money that the homeowner
had paid to a bogus mortgage rescue company, plus
damages. With proper financial counseling the home-
owner was able to get a loan modifcation to make his
payments affordable.



Scales of Justice Donors

MFY’s audited financial statements are
available on request.

PILLARS OF JUSTICE
($50,000 and above)
Ira W. DeCamp Foundation
Bernard F. & Alva B. Gimbel Foundation
Milberg LLP
New York Community Trust
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Skadden Fellowship Foundation
van Ameringen Foundation
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
INVESTORS IN JUSTICE
($25,000 - $49,999)
Cmpass Lexecon, Inc.
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Ambrose Monell Foundation
Eric & Laurie Roth
PARTNERS IN JUSTICE($10,000-$24,999)
Bingham McCutchen LLP
Chadbourne & Parke LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Albert W. Driver, Jr.
Thomas E. Dunn, Esq.
The Garden City Group, Inc.
Lindsee P. Granfield, Esq.
John Hardiman, Esq.
Harwood Feffer LLP
Huntington National Bank
Innisfree M & A Inc.
Jackson Lewis LLP
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
MacKenzie Partners, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase
Cindy Mernick
New York Bar Foundation
Open Society Institute
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

SPONSORS OF JUSTICE
($5,000 - $9,999)
James D. Arden, Esq.
The BTMU Foundation, Inc.
Lisa E. Cleary, Esq.
DLA Piper LLP
Equal Justice Works
Bruce & Alice Geismar
David W. Ichel, Esq.
Ronald Neumann & Jane A. Zimmy
Maeve O'Connor
Jane Rose Reporting
Jacqueline Rubin, Esq.
Mark E. Segall, Esq.
Donald I. Strauber, Esq.
Ariana Tadler, Esq.
LEADERS OF JUSTICE
($1,000-$4,999)
Diana Jeanne Bahn
Shirley Brandman & Howard M. Shapiro
Marvin & Leslie Brittman
William G. Cavanagh
Cove Point Foundation
Gandolfo Vincent DiBlasi
Evidence Exchange
Richard & Merry Feintuch
Robert S. Fischler, Esq.
Kenneth & Ellen Forrest
Shandarese Garr
Molly K. Heines & Thomas Moloney
Joyce Hirsch
Michelle Hirshman & Russell Pearce
Stephen D. Hoffman
James I. Kaplan, Esq.
David K. Keyko, Esq.
Edward Labaton, Esq.
Andrew J. Levander, Esq.
Beth & Daryl Libow
Margaret M. Madden, Esq.
Alan Mansfield, Esq.
Robert B. Mazur
McAloon & Friedman, PC
Nancy Morawetz. Esq.

Tariq Mundiya, Esq.
David M. Murphy
National Hockey League Foundation
National Hockey League
National Employment Law Project
Arthur B. Newman
Pfizer Inc
Steve Reinhardt
Thomas C. Rice, Esq.
Stephen T. Rodd, Esq.
Jeffrey & Evelyn L. Sabin
Michael P. Schumaecker, Esq.
Harold and Edith Segall
Sam & Karen Seymour
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Jennifer H. Shurdut, Esq.
Sontag Advisory
Dr. Ellen Sporn
Amelia T.R. Starr, Esq.
Paul & Andrea Lynn Vizcarrondo
Neil Zola
GOVERNMENT
Manhattan Boro President
New York City Council
NYC Department of Health & Mental
Hygiene
NYC Department of Housing Preservation
& Development
NYC Department for the Aging
NYC Department of Youth & Community
Development
NYC Criminal Justice Coordinator
NYS Division of Housing & Community
Renewal
NYS Legislature
NYS Commission on the Quality of Care
NYS Interest on Lawyers’ Accounts Fund
(IOLA)
NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services
US Department of Housing & Urban
Development/Lower Manhattan
Development Corp.

Board of Directors
THOMAS E. DUNN, Chair, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
MARK E. SEGALL, 1st Vice Chair, Mediator & Arbitrator, JAMS
MAEVE O’CONNOR, 2nd Vice Chair, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
BRUCE L. STEIN, Treasurer
NANCY MORAWETZ, Secretary, New York University
School of Law
JAMES D. ARDEN, Sidley Austin LLP
NANCY CHANG, U.S. Justice Fund, Open Society Institute
DAVID CHATTERJEE
LISA E. CLEARY, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
ALBERT W. DRIVER, JR., Metropolitan Corporate Counsel
WILLIAM A. ESCOBAR, Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
DANA ESCOFFIER
ROBERT S. FISCHLER, Treasurer, Ropes & Gray LLP
LINDSEE P. GRANFIELD, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
SHANDARESE GARR, The Garden City Group, Inc.
JOHN L. HARDIMAN, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
ROBERT I. HARWOOD, Harwood Feffer LLP
DAVID W. ICHEL, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
JAMES KAPLAN, DLA Piper LLP
DAVID G. KEYKO, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
MARGARET MADDEN, Pfizer Inc
ALAN MANSFIELD, Greenberg Traurig LLP
TARIQ MUNDIYA, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
RONALD M. NEUMANN, Zeichner Ellman & Krause LLP
TIMOTHY G. REYNOLDS, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom LLP
STEPHEN T. RODD, Abbey Spanier Rodd & Abrams, LLP
ERIC M. ROTH, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
JACQUELINE RUBIN, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison LLP
JEFFREY S. SABIN, Bingham McCutchen LLP
JENNIFER H. SHURDUT
AMELIA T.R. STARR, Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
ARNOLD STEPHENS
DONALD I STRAUBER, Chadbourne & Parke LLP
ARIANA J. TADLER, Milberg LLP
NANCY J. WALDER

Managerial Staff
CHRISTOPHER D. LAMB, Executive Director
JEANETTE ZELHOF, Deputy Director
ELISE BROWN, Supervising Attorney
RAMONITA CORDERO, Supervising Attorney
SARA J. FULTON, Supervising Attorney
ANDREW GOLDBERG, Supervising Attorney
KENNETH LAU, Supervising Attorney
CHRISTOPHER SCHWARTZ, Supervising Attorney
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