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Phizer’s Extraordinary Comumitment To Lhﬁdren
Awaiting Adoption

By Lym} Kelly

ch yiarth ommdx of foster chit
in \Eew York City are eligible for
ddupm‘s;} ihpufﬁmw the adoptions of
foster Care children “who have beeu
freed for adoption is & oritical compo-
nent of the child welfare reform move-
ment in New York Stste. In May 2003
New.York Suie Chief Judge Judith
Kaye spearheaded the “Adoption Now”
injtidtive and calied upon the City's
fegal community {o get mavelved in
elping more foster childres get perma-
rent hames.

R:‘f%;wmd%nw o Judege Kaye's chals
fenge, the private bar in New York City,
with leadership and suppos from Plizer,
organized a coltaborative Pro Bono
Adoption Project (he “Project”™) pro-
viding free legal representation to adop-
tive parenis. Pfizer conceived of the
Project and brought intevested firms and
aonprefit organizations wgether, mier-
facing with the Family Court um‘f
Administration for Children’s Services
{“ACS"). The appointment by Pliver )f
a fulltime Pro Beno Counsel proved o
be an effective way of noreasing pro
hone activity and re%pwmivenex&; i
emerging legal needy in times of orisis,
Jean A. O Hare, Senior Corporate
Counsel, is Plizer’s first full-time Pro
Bono Counsel, She has been with Phuer
since t98R. MFY coordinuted the pro-
ject, provided mentoring and techaical
sapport gad assistance to the pro hono
luwyers, The Leeal Aid Society trained
participating attorneys.

Since the Project began m 2004,
approxbmateiy one hundred  attorpeys
waere trained (o provide pro bono repre-
sentation through the Project. These
attorneys wire from the following sight

farge New York City law firms and

Piizer:
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Tah
LiP

Kaye Scholer LLP
{.atham & Watkins LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop LLP

Proskaver Rose LLP

Shearman & Sterling LLP

Stroock & Swpoock & Lavan LLP

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Muost foster parents represented by
the Project are low Income, with 43%
Jiving at or below the federal poverty
fevel. Approximately 70% of the clienys
bave incomes below 187.5% of the
poverty level. Many of these clients are
working poor families, while others
recerve some form of public assistance.

Plizer has been a catalvst for
invodvernem of law firms in sl of their
pro bono activities, whether as trainers
at the serminars or partners o delivering
direct pro bono fegal services w the dis-
advantaged. Dring the course of the
Project, Pizer alse funded Adopton
Day and Adoption Week. It is not sor-
prising that Plizer’s pro bono offors
have won sccolades. MFY Legs! Ser-
vices, Ine. awarded Ms, OFHare the
Matithew . Leonard Award for her
work with the Pro Bono Adoption Pro-
ject and the Family Court. The Project
received the Golden Heart Award from
the City’s Commissioner of the Adwin-
istration for Children’s Services,

The stones of the individual familes
helped through the Pro Bono Adoption
Project were very touching and have
hetped o motivate others to participate
in pro bono efforts o improve the New
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duption
of one of the children helped by woluus
teer dawvers through the Pro Bono
Project.. the judge asked the
doptive mother I she:kaew swhat 31
meant o adopt the child. The mother

Hully recited ithe Jegal responsibili-
tendant on becoming an adopiive
e The-judge then mmud 10 the
child and nsked “What doey the
ion mean 1o you?" The child
i wpi:mmd with one word ~ “Every-
: ’ihue vins not a dry ¢éve in the

coufroom.

.-.?\gmpmf" { hoards benefit from
diverse membership and baving in-
house counsel on the board brings the
resouees of corporations to bear on the
isehieg of scarce legal services. A Pllzer
atorney, Margaret Madden, was
recrufted 10 join MEY™s Board of Diree-
1ors. Ms. Madden co-chaired the 2006
MEY"s Soring Dinner Theater Benefit
with Timothy G. Reynolds of Skadden
Arps ensuring a successful event in sup-
port of MFY's work.

Our organization bay benefited from
partnering with PHzes Plizer’s commit-
ment to the problems facing children
awalting adoption was simply exiracr-
dinary. From conceiving of the project,
wo bringing together nonprofit pariners,
o recroiting law firms, to hosting orain-
ings and motivetional parties for tie
Family Cowrt o handling individual
cases, Fiizer was there. Our organiza-
tion has really henefifed from working
with Plizer and now, with an altorey
from Plizer on our Board of Directors,
we look forward o a longstanding rela-
tiemship.

Pfizer thanked us for providing them
with “an opportunity to make a differ-
ence i the Hves of New York Ciry chil-
dren.” We all benefited from working
rogether wilh corporate counse!, law
firms. the court and the legal services
{}:‘Qgrz‘zm. '
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