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Change m _emtors 'rdered

R or TmuMed Mental F acrlity

By CLIFFORD I LEVY

The operator ‘of a troubled resi-
dence ‘for‘the mentally ill in Queens
was forced to step down yesterday
bystate health officials, and a near-

vy hosgntai is’to, run the facahty tern- ment ally il

porarily. -
“'The remdence Leben Home for

minits in ‘Elmhurst, “houses. about -
350 people ‘with mental illness. For: .
~yeirs, under a series of .operators, it
his been plagued by dehc;er:t care:
-'a‘nd ansafe conditions. -

CThe State Health Department had .
-nor cracked down onthe home’s cur- -
rent operator, Jacob Rubin;. until
arch 'when'it came to l;ght that in °
1868, .24 resiflents .underwent .often -

unﬁﬁecessary prostate .surgeries in

ime” medical procedures.

“*fhe department ‘then caid that it
sionild - seek “to- revoke Mr. Rubin’s:
"-hcense 1o operate LebensUnder the:
: -.'-agreement announced yesterday; ;
FRubin remgned and has 60 days
+find anothet: Operatorite: replace :

m’ M Rubin’s’ cheice: fmust be

" approved by the state, In theintérim; -

e -home will “be run by MediSys
'Health Network:a nonprofit cdrpora-
tmn that operates J amalca Hospital

Yol

Mechcai Center

The “state.health: cornmlss;o:ler
Dr, Antonia C." Novello, said int a
statement that the departmeni’s ac-

tion underscored its commitment to

safeguard residents of homes for. the

" Mr Rubin’s iawyer Jerome Levy,

; said his clent decided that it would .
“have “been {00 costly “to. continiie

fighting the Health Department.”/He
cares a great deal abouf the resi-’

" dents, and hopes that this arrange-
““ment-will enable them’ to be in. gcod' '
'hands *Mr Levysaid '

“Mr. Rubin is also facmg mqmnes

:by the state attorney general and the
nited States attorney.in Manhattan

aver the prostate surgeries. His: law-

“yers.have asserted that'he ‘played no
aghat investigators calied “assembly “Yole in’the surgeries” The state has
“-already  punished 4wo doctors who

perfermed the procedures. :

~Mr.Rubin’s’ resignation ehds ‘a
lengthy : -campaign by’ Iawyers “and
advocacy groups :10 - pressure . “the

.state 1o ‘take actionagainst Him,
~Among thoge wha hxghhghted condi-
tions @t T.eben were ‘tWo lawyers,”
“Jeanetts” Zelhof * and “Tulia’ Price’

Rosner of MFY Legal Serv:ces, and
George 'Gitlitz of ‘the Coalition of In— '
stitutionalized Aged and Das_a_bie_d :
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