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Vilma Marion was mostly packed yesterday because she had expected her group home in Brooklyn to close. -

T Ry SOMINI SENGUPTA

They sat wordlessly in the cool
foyer or paced the sidewalk, bol-
s;ered by coffee and cigarettes.
Some began packing their belong-
ings, for the word yesterday morning

., was that the people who ran their
group home would imminently shut
its doors.

Al of them mentally ill, many of

hem veterans of the city’s homeless

. ‘shelters, the residents of Pacific
“Youse in Bedford- Stuyvesant fret-
ted and waited.

But by midafternoon came a tem-

porary reprieve, like a burst of sum-
mer rain. A State Supreme Court
judge ordered Pacific House to re-
mam open until July 26, by which
~‘Hme its 26 remaining re51dents will
have to be placed elsewhere by the
State Department of Health.
" The stipulation by Justice Richard
D. Huttner was made after a three-
nour closed hearing. Lawyers for Pa-
cific House, founded in 19981 by the
Rev. Clarence Norman Sr., the father
of the Brooklyn Demecratic chair-
man, had said the home no longer
had any meney to stay open. Nearly
$50,000 in utility bills had not been
praid.

Nurys Pierna and Harry Hutchinsen, residents of Pacific House, waited
yesterday for word of a judge’s decision on whether to close the home.



-~ The home will be kept open using
federal disability money for which
the residents are eiigible, the court
order says.

But that money, totaling $21,500,
falls short of the $28,000 that is re-
quired to keep the place open for the
26 residents until the court-ordered
date, a lawver for Pacific House said,

. The lawyer, Ravi Batra, said he
hoped that some residents would be
placed eisewhere before the dead-
dine. With lower costs, he said, the
home would be able to stay epen

longer.

w “Hopefully, it will all match up,”’
Mr. Batra said.

v, Lawyers with MFY Legal Serv-

- dtes, a nonprofit group that repre-

: sefts the residents, said they were
‘relieved by the judge’s order but also

- worried about whether their clients

.~would receive the best kinds of place-
Iments in al the rush.

..+ “'Given the lack of supported hous-
ing for people with mental iflness, we

..are concerned whether appropriate

¢ placemenis” can be made within
three weeks, said Jeanette Zelhof,

rmanaging aitorney with MFY Legal

.-services. “The hasty placements
may result in residents leaving the

.. placements because they are not ap-
propriate for them. That’s how you

« contribute to the cycle of the home-

. less mentally il1.”

Ms. Zelhof reserved her mast blis-

- tering criticism for the State Health

. Department, the agency responsible

- for supervising Pacific House, which
is at 1140 Pacific Street. She said the

_state had long known of the home's
problems. '

_-. A spokesman for the Health De.
Jpartment, Robert Kenny, said his
agency had been trying to shut Pa-
cific House for two years because of
preblems with its finances and quali-

-ty of care. In January 1998, the agen-
cy ordered the home closed, but with-
drew the order when a nonprofit
group offered to take control.
. By the end of 1988, that offer was
-withdrawn, and tast June, the state
cited Pacific House for a range of
serious violations, from filthy bath-
rooms to inadequate supervision of
residents. The home’s administra-
tors failed to submit a correction
action pian that is required by law.
“They basically disregarded us”
Mr. Kenny said.

The Health Department therefore
resumed its order to close the home.
Initially, that was to happen by Aug.
7. But the Pacific House administra-

' tors said they simply had no money

- 10 continue operating and had o
close. They were blocked by the

* court order yesterday.

The state will now have to scram-
ble to find placements by July 286.
“We're working with other adult
‘ homes in the area to place these
individuals.”” Mr, Kenny said. At Pa-
cific House vesterday afternoon, the
news was greeted with a mixture of
cynicism and victory. )
.. *“Heoray.” bellowed Vilma Mar-
' jon, 56, throwing her arms up in the
-air in praise of the lawyers who
represented the residents. “May God
s biess you folks. If T had a little extra
meney, I'd go buy a trachy.”

Robert Shavitz, 49, who had lived
in a homeless shelter in the Bowery
before landing a bed at Pacific House
three years ago, was more guarded,
“The truth is, nobody really knows
what to do,” he said, sitting on the

steps of the building, drinking orange
soda out of a paper bag. “When you
have these kinds of peaple, people
who don't belong in society, nobody
cares. They're just trying to unload
them on whoever wants them.’”



