who served time for manslaughter as-
saulted another patient with a garbage
can, according to department tuspecters.

Fernandez, whose business interests
have also included hotels, real estate,
foed distribution and a minor league bas-
ketball team, could nut be reached for
comment yester-

Klvn home

BY WILLIAM SHERMAN
NEWS BTAFF WRITER

THE HORRIFYING van crash that tock
five lives was just the latest trage-
dy to strike the Brooklyn Manor

n crash horror has history of scandal

partment, but he will retain ownership of
the four-story home for disabled adults
on Pithin Ave.

“Cur inspectors found resi-
dents walking around with a foul

Meanwhile, over the years, state inspec-
fors reported patients dissppearing for
weeks at a time, drinking on the pre-
mises, viclent ftights awmong residents,
and inadeguate facilities for somepa-

Home for Aduits, a facility with a odor, with urine soaked clothes,  tients, inciuding & double amputes. day. ALY s N ERWS
two-decade history of scandal and damaged rocms, no daily asgis- Patients suffering from dementia were  But his long- ETRIEANS ¥
allegations of pafient abuse and tance with their upkeep, no coor- time attorney Jef-

housed with others with & histery of vio- €
lence, sad there was inadequate policing ff“;Y Shf—:‘l'f in,
of liquor on the premises, ancther viola-  Said, The
tion, according to Health Department (Heaith) depart-
records. ment has made ai-

" . . legations, but in
In one case, a patient died of a seizure :
c ot R i ail of the history
because he failed to take his medication,

; . . the department
officials said. In anather case. a patient o yever been
to provide ream and beerd for res- B 2 z  able to sustain
idents whe got $150 a month in any of the charg-
spending money. Medications and all 5 es; and it's not -
other services were typicaily paid for simply a matter of who is a better lawyez”
under the Medicaid program. ' “It's a shame that for whatever reasons
the Department of Health was never will-

dination, and ©o Cas¢ manage-
ment,” sald Rob Kenny, spokes-
man for the state Department of
Health. o
Fernandez — who is marred to
Former Brooklyn state Sen, Nellie
Santiago — received 3211,060 a
month in state and {federal funds

neglect.

Onperated for 20 years until two
weeks ago by millionaire business-
man . Benito...Fernandez,. . the
216-bed Eust MNew York home has
been slammed by the state for un-
sanitary conditions, fire code viola-
tions, forgery of recards and theft
of patient funds.

On July 1, Fernandez voluntari-
ly gave up operation of Brooklyn Manor

Santiago

uirder pressure by the state Health De-

s

O

Residents of Brookiyn Manor {above) live flke paupers,

HEIL BeCRESCENZO [

while the owner's family enjoy stylish digs In Abany (inset).

i

ing to recognize the real commitment

i that Mr. Fernandez had to his residents

and his home,” said Shervin, who success-
fully defended Fernandez during several
attempts by the state to force his ouster
from the home.

The most recent was a suit brought by
the state kast year after investigators look-
ing into a fatal fire at the facility found nu-
merous fire code violations.

The fire was caused by a patient who
was smoking in bed.

The probe found that the patient was
dead in his bed before the fire broke out,
and was drunk at the time of his death.

“Broollyn Manor has a long history of
numercus egregious violations,”  said
Jeanette Zelhof, deputy director of MFY
Legal Services, a nonprofit advocacy
group that has waged a long campaign
for a change in management of the home,

“They go back years and include his
[Fernandsez'] wife,” said Zelhof,

Santiago once worked as administrator
of the home until the state Department of
Social Services alleged she ordered em-
ployees to forge records on workers train-
ing, prescriptions and medical tests and
ran a home that had insufficient security
and an undertrained staff.

Santiago, a Demaocrat, represented Cy-
press Hills and Bushwick for 10 years
until 2002 when she lost a primary batile.

Thirteen years ago, Fernandez and San-
tiago's license to run #e home was sus-
pended for a year by state authorities
who cited mice, roaches, abusive staff
and an employee who forced patients to
have sex with him,

“They said there was an infestation of
flies, it was three flies,” said Sherin, “You
have people who have made sensational
allegations, but any time they've been put
to the test they've failed.”

After the fire last year, the Health De-
partment again moved to have Ferneas-
dez’ license revoked. ,

But an administrative law judge, presid-
ing over closed hearings, ruled that the ev-
idence was insufficient for revocation
Sherrin said that recently, “Fernandez de-
cided ‘enough is enough’ and decided to
get out of the business.”

Fernandez, who also owns the Albany
Patroons, a minor lezgue basketball
team, turmed the dperation over to Leon
Hoffroan, a respected operator of other
adult homes. .

Hoffman “is not answering questions,”
said an employee of the home who identi-
fied herself as Maylon.
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