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Our mission is to achieve social justice,  
prioritizing the needs of people who are  
low-income, disenfranchised, or have disabilities. 
We provide the highest quality free, direct civil  
legal assistance, conduct community education 
and build partnerships, engage in policy advocacy, 
and bring impact litigation, with a focus on four key 
areas: Housing, Economic Justice, Disability &  
Aging Rights, and Children’s Rights.

PRO BONO PARTNERS
Bank of America
Berkman Bottger Newman & Schein LLP
Beveridge & Diamond PC
Blank Rome LLP
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
DLA Piper LLP
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Jenner & Block 
Joele Frank Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher
Jones Day
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Nixon Peabody LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Phillips & Associates
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Ropes & Gray
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Venable LLP
The Walt Disney Company
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR  
ON-SITE VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS:
Linda Clarke, Michelle Gurk, Stephen Helman, Rachel 
Landy, Sean La Roque-Doherty, Conrad Lower, Adam Lynn, 
John Plasse, Nicole Saldana, Claire Schapira, Sidney Smith, 
Judith Stoll, Martin Webb.

MOBILIZATION FOR JUSTICE CONTRIBUTORS
July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020

PILLARS OF JUSTICE 
$50,000 and above
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
New York Community Trust
New York University School of Law
Rudin Management Company, Inc.
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Inc.
The Ira W. DeCamp Foundation
The Joseph H. Flom Foundation
The Marc Haas Foundation
The Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz Foundation

CHAMPIONS OF JUSTICE 
$25,000-$49,999
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Greenberg Traurig
Bruce E. & Sarah Kayle
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Pfizer, Inc.
Robin Hood 
Eric M. and Laurie Roth
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

PARTNERS IN JUSTICE 
$10,000-$24,999
James D. & Martha Arden
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Lisa E. Cleary
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
John DeGroote
Marc De Leeuw
Thomas E. Dunn
Elaine P. Golin
Greenberg Traurig
Suzanne & Robert I. Harwood
David W. Ichel
Innisfree M & A Inc.
Jamie Moser & Jaime Sneider
MUFG Union Bank Foundation
Kenneth O’Connor
Maeve O’Connor
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Susan Butler Plum
Proskauer Rose LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Jacqueline P. Rubin
Jeffrey & Evelyn L. Sabin
Lisa M. Schweitzer
Alan & Lisa Sinsheimer
Warren & Florence Sinsheimer
Sidley Austin LLP
Stephanie Sowell
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
The New York Bar Foundation
The V & L Marx Foundation
Ronald J. Weiss
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

SPONSORS OF JUSTICE 
$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Bank Leumi USA
BNY Mellon
William Edwards
Richard D. Feintuch
Robert S. Fischler
Joele Frank & Larry Klurfeld
Lori Roth Gale
Edythe Gladstein Family Foundation
Goldin Associates
John & Donna Hardiman
David G. & Lisa Keyko
Maxim Mayer-Cesiano
Benjamin P. McCallen
Christopher J. Meade
MUFG Union Bank Foundation
New York Immigration Coalition
Tolee Potter
Priscilla H. Blum Charitable Fund
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Mark E. & Karen Segall
Amelia T.R. Starr
The Walt Disney Company
The Venable Foundation

LEADERS OF JUSTICE 
$1,000-$4,999
Ramzi Aboutaam
Arkin Solbakken LLP
AXA XL Regional Grant Program
Kathlyn Card Beckles
Garrard Beeney & Evan Mason
Julie Blackman
Eric Brielmann
Michael Byowitz and Ruth Holzer
Tony Perez Cassino 
John J. Clarke Jr.
Marcus & Nicole Colwell
Cornerstone Research
Denis & Linda Cronin
Dega Systems
Samuel Dimon
David Einhorn
Kenneth & Ellen Forrest Philanthropic Fund
Fortress Investment Group LLC
Bruce & Alice Geismar
Nancy Glickenhaus/The Glickenhaus Foundation
Melissa R. Gold
Andrew Goldberg
David & Ruth Gottesman
Laurence & Marcie Gottlieb
David R. Greenbaum
Wendy and David Hashmall
Jonathan Hatch
Helen Matchett Demario Foundation
Herman Goldman Foundation
Steven L. Holley
Deirdre N. & George Hykal

JAMS
Enid D. Jean-Claude
Johnson & Johnson
Gregory Joseph
James I. Kaplan
Helena Lee & Richard H. Klapper
Robert P. and Arlene R. Kogod Family Foundation
Edward & Laura Labaton
Labaton Sucharow LLP
Andrew Levander
David Littman
Robert B. & Marilyn Mazur
Maureen W. McCarthy
Chase McReynolds
Metzger-Price Fund, Inc.
Larry Miller
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Nancy Morawetz & Manuel Vargas
Morgan Stanley Private Wealth Management
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Robert & Linda Moser
John & Jane Nelson
David Pegno
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Michael Schler
David Sheehan
David and Felice Silk
Ralph Sinsheimer
Barry Slovgaard & Marc Wolinsky
Bruce L. Stein
Donald I. Strauber
Sara Strauss
Kelly Sullivan
Ariana J. Tadler
Judy & Warren Tenney Foundation
The Nussbaum/Kuhn Foundation
The Helen M. De Mario Foundation
Vornado Realty Trust
Paul Vizcarroundo
Caroline T. Walker
Lori and Gary Wengrofsky

GOVERNMENT
NYC Council
NYC Department for the Aging
NYC Dept of Health & Mental Hygiene
NYC Department of Housing Preservation & 

Development
NYC Human Resource Administration 
NYC Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice
NYS Attorney General
NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services
NYS Interest on Lawyer’s Account
NYS Justice Center
NYS Legislature
NYS Office of Court Administration
U.S. Department of the Treasury – IRS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AMELIA T.R. STARR, Board Chair, Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
MARC DE LEEUW, 1st Vice Chair, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
LISA M. SCHWEITZER, 2nd Vice Chair, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
NANCY MORAWETZ, Secretary, NYU School of Law 
BRUCE L. STEIN, Treasurer

RAMZI ABOUTAAM, Pfizer Inc.
JAMES D. ARDEN, Sidley Austin LLP
KATHLYN CARD BECKLES, JPMorgan Chase & Co.
RHODA CARTER
DAVID CHATTERJEE
LISA E. CLEARY, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
MARTIN J. CRISP, Ropes & Gray LLP
PETER DOYLE, Proskauer Rose LLP
THOMAS E. DUNN, Cravath Swaine & Moore LLP
WILLIAM EDWARDS, Teneo
MELISSA R. GOLD, BNY Mellon
ELAINE P. GOLIN, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
ROBERT I. HARWOOD, Glancy Prongay & Murray LLP
DEIRDRE N. HYKAL, TIAA
ENID D. JEAN-CLAUDE, MUFG Union Bank, N.A.
BRUCE E. KAYLE, Fundamental Advisors, LP
DAVID G. KEYKO, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw & Pittman LLP
ALAN MANSFIELD, Greenberg Traurig LLP
MAXIM MAYER-CESIANO, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
BENJAMIN P. MCCALLEN, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
JOSEPH M. MCLAUGHLIN, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
CHRISTOPHER J. MEADE, BlackRock
JAMIE S. MOSER, Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher
DAVID MOY
MAEVE O’CONNOR, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
DOLORES PEREZ-HARVIN
JACQUELINE P. RUBIN, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
JEFFREY S. SABIN, Venable LLP
MARK E. SEGALL, JAMS
ALAN J. SINSHEIMER, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
WARREN J. SINSHEIMER 
STEPHANIE SOWELL, Johnson & Johnson
ARNOLD STEPHENS
ARIANA J. TADLER, Tadler Law LLP
RONALD J. WEISS, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
DAVID W. ICHEL
ERIC M. ROTH

STAFF LEADERSHIP
JEANETTE ZELHOF, Executive Director
ELISE BROWN, Deputy Director for Legal Practice & Director of  
Litigation for Housing
TIFFANY LISTON, Deputy Director for Program & Development
CAROLYN COFFEY, Director of Litigation for Economic Justice
KEVIN CREMIN, Director of Litigation for Disability & Aging Rights

2020 
YEAR-END REPORT

Unprecedented Work  
in Unprecedented Times

Main Office:  
100 William Street, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10038  
212.417.3700

Bronx Office:  
424 East 147th Street, 3rd Floor 
Bronx, NY 10455  
212.417.3800

Email: info@mfjlegal.org  
Website: mobilizationforjustice.org



An Amazing Victory: Saving a 100-year-old 
Man’s Lifelong Home from Foreclosure

Mr. B is 100 years old and has lived in his Brooklyn home 
for almost his entire life where, for a time, his family was 
the only Black family on the block. He came to MFJ in 2019, 
after having defaulted on a foreclosure complaint that was 
of questionable legitimacy. The MFJ attorney represented 
Mr. B in court and shared his case with the media. Before 
an article ran in a NYC newspaper, the bank made an offer 
which was unacceptable.
The article placed Mr. B’s story in the context of a century  
of racist housing and lending policies. After the story ran, 
the bank issued a statement that it would not “evict”  
Mr. B. A few weeks later, they also offered to partially forgive 
$100,000 of mortgage debt. But MFJ’s attorney countered 
that the only acceptable response was to forgive the loan 
completely due to the questionable legality of the bank’s  
original actions. After our legal pressure and strategic press  
exposure, the bank finally agreed to do just that.
In addition to addressing his foreclosure issue, MFJ’s  
attorney also worked to lower Mr. B’s property tax payments, 
connected him with a pro bono attorney for trusts and  
estates services, and introduced him to an MFJ social  
worker. As a result, MFJ ensured that Mr. B will be able to 
live at his home and remain a neighborhood institution for 
the rest of his life. When Mr. B passes, his home equity, 
which has been building for a century, will remain in his 
family rather than going to a bank. Mr. B celebrated his 100th 
birthday on Juneteenth. The supervising attorney on the 
case made a birthday cheesecake at Mr. B’s request. Now 
that’s dedication!

MFJ Saves a Gay Man from Almost Certain 
Death in El Salvador
Mr. H feared returning to El Salvador because he is a gay man  
from a country with a long history of harassment and violence  
against members of the LGBTQ community. In May 2019, 
when he came to MFJ for an intake, Mr. H believed asylum 
was unlikely because he was six years past his one-year filing  
deadline. The MFJ attorney asked Mr. H about any recent 
changes in his life that could affect his application; Mr. H. 
shared that he was diagnosed with HIV in February 2019. 
This would be a death sentence in El Salvador due to the 
lack of available treatment, lack of anti-retroviral medications, 
and refusal by many medical professionals to treat members 
of the LGBTQ community due to their homophobia.
MFJ drafted an application on Mr. H’s behalf and submitted  
it, but his immigration interview was scheduled in March 2020  
when the offices were closed due to the pandemic. When they  
reopened for limited interviews on June 29, Mr. H was seen  
right away, and the officer acknowledged that Mr. H did indeed  
have a valid fear and should be granted asylum because of his  
sexual orientation and HIV-positive status. An asylum victory 
is a special victory under normal circumstances, but especially  
under the current administration’s restrictive policies, with the 
COVID pandemic causing additional interview hurdles, and a  
seven-year gap between entry and application. A job well done!

MFJ’s Social Work Team Saves an  
80-Year-Old’s Home
The MFJ social work team saved the home of Mr. S, an 80- 
year-old man who had been renting his home in the Bronx 
for approximately 40 years. Mr. S, a dapper, friendly, and 
charismatic man who has memory problems, fell behind on  
his rent, so the owner of the co-op unit wouldn’t renew his 
lease. After MFJ became involved, the landlord offered  
to renew Mr. S’s lease if all arrears were paid, but at an  
unaffordable new rent. In order to access financial housing 
assistance from the City, an MFJ social worker referred Mr. S 
to Adult Protective Services (APS), the City agency charged 
with protecting vulnerable New Yorkers. APS denied services  
so the case went to trial.
MFJ subpoenaed the APS case worker to explain why APS 
denied services to Mr. S. On the day of trial, APS sent the 
caseworker and an attorney to court. When they saw  
Mr. S’s confusion and the danger he was in, they agreed  
to a re-assessment and approved Mr. S for services. MFJ  
then convinced the landlord to reduce the renewal lease  
to an amount Mr. S could pay, and the City agreed to pay  
the $23,075 that Mr. S owed in arrears. Thanks to the  
collaboration between the MFJ legal and social work teams, 
an 80-year-old man was saved from homelessness and can 
now age in place in his home of 80 years.

Getting a Young Student with Autism the  
Education to Which He is Entitled
AA is a student with autism who was struggling in the  
Department of Education’s (DOE) specialized “District 75” for 
many years. Year after year, he received the same special 
education program. According to a 2019 report, he was  
reading and performing math at a 1st grade level in 6th grade.  
Taking a risk, the parent applied for admission to Gersh 
Academy – a specialized private school for students with 
autism. AA’s mother was thrilled when AA was admitted and 
reported that for the first time he is able to read, but the DOE 
refused to pay, even though it is required to do so under  
federal law. MFJ represented AA at a hearing spread over five  
days in AA’s challenge to the DOE refusal. On September 15,  
the hearing officer ordered the DOE to pay full tuition for 
AA’s school for the 2019-20 academic year. Finally receiving  
the education to which he was entitled, AA was able to return  
to the school for the 2020-21 school year as well.

MFJ Obtains U.S. Residency for an Ace Student
Karol’s aunt and 
uncle took her  
into their Bronx  
home after her 
mother died in 
the Dominican 
Republic because 
she had no one  
to care for her. 
MFJ first assisted 
Karol’s aunt and 
uncle in family 
court, obtaining 
guardianship of 
Karol, and filing a 
motion for special 

juvenile immigrant status (SIJS) that was granted. MFJ then 
filed the necessary immigration paperwork for Karol to gain 
full legal status. Karol was approved and became a legal 
permanent resident. With this security, she was able to thrive 
in school, getting good grades throughout high school and 
a scholarship for college. Her aunt and uncle shared the 
following with us:
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	 Government $13,960,877

	 Foundations & Corporations $674,000

	 Attorney & Training Fees $521,821

	 Annual Fund $425,240

	 Donated Services $400,000

	 Theatre Benefit $189,674

	 Interest & Misc $175,545 

FY 2020 Clients by Race

FY 2020 Clients by Residence

FY 2020 Client Cases
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	 Housing $9,275,691

	 Disability & Aging Project $2,625,620

	� Economic Justice & Immigration $2,003,929

	 Children’s Rights $1,421,585

	 Administration $1,413,000

	 Fundraising $411,443

Revenue: $16,347,157
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Wanted to drop u a line to thank u agai
n. Karol Graduated  

from St Barnabas H. S. with honors and 
a scholarship to  

Mt. St. Vincent in Riverdale in their n
ursing program.  

She carried a 94 average all thru hi sc
hool. She will start 

in August. Her birthday is 8/26; she wi
ll be 18. This was 

all because of your dedication and expe
rtise. Karol’s first 

semester of her sophomore year: 4 A’s a
nd 1 A minus!  

Thanks to you. Will keep you updated. W
e all wish you well 

and thank you. We will never forget you
.

Sincerely, Robert & Antonia C., Karol S
. J.


